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E. H. MAN.-On the Andamanese. 69 

Dr. J. G. GAXSON exhibited and described an Andamanese 
Skeleton, upon which Professor Flower made some remarks. 

Mr. E. H. MAN read the following paper: 

On the ABORIGINAL INHABITANTS of the ANDAMAN ISLANDS. 
(Part I.) By E. H. MAN, Esq., F.R.G.S., &c. 

[WITH PLATES VI AND VIV.1] 

WHEN I last had the honour of addressing you (vide " Journ. 
Anthrop. Inst.," vol. xi, p. 268), I endeavoured to give an 
outline of various points of ethnological interest concerning the 
aboriginal inhabitants of the Andaman Islands. I propose this 
evening, and, with your permission, on some future occasion, to 
enter more into detail, both with regard to their physical 
characteristics and their culture; merely remarking by way of 
preface that on those points in regard to which I am compelled, 
in the interests of truth and science, to contradict the accounts 
of previous writers, I have been especially careful to corroborate 
all my statements, in which endeavour I have been greatly 
assisted, and would here acknowledge gratefully the invaluable 
help afforded me, by the small volume published a few years 
ago by the British Association for the Advancement of Science 
with the object of aiding travellers and others in their researches 
among savage and uncivilised nations,-indeed I may say that 
I have worked almost entirely upon the lines therein laid 
down. 

As mentioned in my previous paper, read in May last, I 
succeeded in acquiring a fair knowledge of the South Andaman 
dialect, and, during the eleven years I passed at the Andamans, 
had charge, for a period extending over four years, of the 
government homes established with a view of reclaiming these 
people, as far as possible, from their savage state. I was thus 
thrown much in contact with them, and had special oppor- 
tunities of observing each peculiarity, whether of physique, or 
of habits, customs, &c., to some of which I shall be able to 
direct your attention by means of the photographs which I have 
brought for your inispection, and by the lime-light illustrations 
with which I purpose to conclude my remarks this evening. 

Before speaking of our recently acquired knowledge regarding 
the race, let us glance back for a nioment to our earliest infor- 
mation as to the islands, and to the probable origiin of the name 
"Andaman." 

1 Plates VIII and IX will be issued with the next Part of Anthropological 
Journal. 
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70 E. H. MAN.-On the Aboriginal Inhabitants 

In the records of certain Arabian travellers of the 9th century 
we appear to find the first mention that is made of these 
islands being inhabited by negritos, and Marco Polo, some four 
hLidred years later, bears out their statement, while it would 
seem that the islands themselves were known to Ptolemy, who 
speaks of a group in the Bay of Bengal as Insulce bonce 
fortuncet. 

As regards the derivation of the name "Andaman," there 
seems to be some uncertainty. Colonel Yule, in his well known 
work on Marco Polo, mentions that, to his knowledge, Nicolo 
Conti, who calls it the " Island of Gold," is the only person who 
has attempted to give it a meaning. Colonel Yule's suggestion 
is that Angamanain (the name used by Marco Polo) is 
an Arabic (oblique) dual indicating "The Two Andamans," 
viz., The Great and The Little, while the origin of the name 
(Angaman) may be traced to Ptolemy's reference to these islands, 
which he describes as those of Good Fortune, !Arya9ovi 8aipkovo0, 
1 hence may have sprung the forms Agdaman, Angaman, and 
ultimately Andaman. 

With regard to the origin of the race, many conflicting 
opinions have, from time to tirne, been entertained; but, from 
the knowledge we now possess, the questions raised on the 
following points may, I think, be considered as more or less 
satisfactorily set at rest, viz.:- 

I. That they are Negritos, not Papuans.1 
II. That they are the original inhabitants, whose occupancy 

dates from pre-historic times; and that racial affinity-if there 
be any-may possibly some day be found to exist between them 
and the Semangs of the Malayan Peninsula,2 or the Aetas of the 
Philippine Islands.3 

III. That all the tribes, as at present known to us, 
undoubtedly belong to the same race, and are of unmixed 
origin, the differences which occur among them being attribut- 
able as much to their constitutional peculiarities of jealousy and 
distrust in all dealings with strangers as to the natural barriers 

1 Figuier speaks of them as " pure Papuans, whose isolated position has kept 
them from intermixture with other races." 

2 Vide Wallace's "Malay Archipelago," 2nd Ed., vol. ii, pp. 278-79, and 
"Journ. Indian Archipelago," vol. iv, p. 427. 

3 If similarity of moral and social characteristics afforded a sufficient basis 
in ethnological researches among races not otherwise widely distinguished, a 
theory of affinity between the extinct negroid race of Tasmanians and the 
Andainanese might be regarded as not altogether untenable, for the descriptions 
given of the former by some writers are found applicable in many particulars to 
the race tinder consideration; notably is this the case in the account given by 
Mr. J. E. Calder, which I have deemed of sufficient interest in this connection 
to iimake a soomewhat lengthy extract, and this will form the subject of one of 
the Avpendices. (Vide Appendix D ) 
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of the Andaman Islands. 71 

presented by their densely wooded and hilly counltry, which 
facts have combined to isolate the various communities, and to 
check freedom of intercourse among them; further, in the case 
of Little Andaman, it may fairly be assumed, that the peculiar 
bee-hive form of their huts, as well as certain modifications of 
their domestic habits and customs, have been borrowed from 
their neighbours, the Car Nicobarese, upon whom, in the last 
century, they made some hostile raids. 

IV. That, in spite of all our endeavours to protect them, 
contact with civilisation hag been marked with the usual 
lamentable result of reducing the aboriginal-population; indeed, 
the death-rate, among those within the area of our inlfluence, 
during the past twenty years has so far exceeded the birth-rate, 
as to compel the belief that before many decades have passed, 
the race, at least thatf portion of it which inhabits Great 
Andaman, will be well niigh extinct. 

In view of their probable early extermination, and the 
rapidity with which they are being meantime reduced to the 
standard of civilised manners, it seems very desirable that, ere 
it be too late, all possible information respecting their habits, 
customs, physical characteristics, etc., should be obtained, more 
especially as many of the errors which, excusably enough, found 
their way into the early accounts, having been allowed to pass 
unchallenged, are accepted as trustworthy, and false ethnological 
theories are built on these most imperfect bases. 

Almost all accounts which have been written regarding these 
islanders speak of them as Mincopies, in explanation of which 
it is asserted that it is thus " these people style themselves ," 
but this is far from being the case, for not only is the name, or 
any at all resembling it, unknown to the .biytg-ng',ji-,' i.e., the 
inhabitants of South Andaman, but the other six tribes with 
which we are acquainted are in a like state of ignorance as to 
its origin and significance. The only sounds at all approximat- 
ing it in the South Andaman dialect at the present day being 
mnm kaich! (come here!) and kdnmin kdapi! (stanid here'). 
The former of these being in common use may have given rise 
to the term (Mincopie) as a nickname, to which, indeed, it may 
possibly- have borne a more striking similarity of sound in the 
language spoken at the period when this name was first 
adopted; for each generation cannot fail to produce changes 
more remarkable, and even of greater importance in the 
phonology of an unwritten language, such as this, depending as 

' For the list of symbols adopted for denoting the sounds in this language see 
Appendix A; this list has been finally adopted in accordance with the kind 
advice of Mr. A. J. Ellis, F.R.S., whose valuable assistance I would here again 
gratefully acknowledge. 
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72 E. H. MAN.-On the Aboriginal Inhabitants 

it must entirely on the delicacy of ear, and correctness of 
individual articulation. 

The following remarks, except where otherwise specified, 
must be understood as referring to the eight tribes of Great 
Andaman, for the continued and inveterate hostility with which 
the inihabitants of Little Andamani, known as .jdrawa-, have 
hitherto met all our advances and attempts to establish an 
entente cordiale has rendered it extremely difficutlt to obtain, 
much less substantiate, any information concerning them. 

Form and size.-1. Those here present who have studied the 
various accounts which have appeared regarding the phvsical 
characteristics of the And,amanese, cannot fail to have been 
struck with their divergence. For the sake of those, however, 
to whom the race is comparatively unknown, I trust they will 
bear with me while I quote, on the subject of their form and 
size, a few writers, commencing with the Mahomedan travellers 
of the ninth century, already mentiolned, who stated that " their 
complexion is black, their hair frizzled, their countenance and 
eyes frightful, their feet very large and almost a cubit in length, 
anld they go quite naked ;" while Marco Polo (cir. 1285) 
appears to have been still less favourably impressed, for he says 
" the people . . . . are no better than wild beasts, and I 
assure you all the men of this island of Angarnanain have heads 
like dogs, and teeth and eyes likewise; in fact, in the face, they 
are all just like big mastiff dogs! " Next we find Colonel 
Colebrooke, towards the close of the last century, describing 
" their limbs as ill-formed and slender, their bellies prominent, 
and, like the Africans, as having woolly heads, thick lips, and flat 
noses.") In opposition to the foregoing we have Dr. Mouat, 
than whom no better judge could be desired, giving it as his 
opinion, that "they are the most perfectly formed little beings 
in existence. In proportion to their size, their general frame- 
work is well constructed, and their limbs present a remarkably 
good muscular development, and . . . . the whole form is 
as elegant as that of any European," in which opinion he is 
supported by the eminent craniologist, IDr. J. Barnard Davis, 
recently deceased, who, after careful study of a number of 
Andamanese skulls and skeletons, affirmed that they were 
" most beautifully proportioned."' 

2. From my own observations I would remark, that though it 
is quite true that there are found among them individuals whose 
"abdomens are protuberant,2 and whose limbs are dispropor- 

1 A peculiarity which I have observed is that the males have in nmany cases as 
miarked a bend in,the small of the back as the females. (Vide figuire on the left 
of group in Plate IX, Fig 1.) 

2 "F rom childhood they cram their stomachs with an immense amount of 
butlkv food in a short period, and they do literally 'swell visibly' after their 
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tionately slender," such persons no more represent the general 
type of the race, than the sickly inmates of a London hospital 
can be regarded as fair specimens of the average Englishman; 
in point of fact the remark which is commonly made by 
strangers who see them for the first time, is, " how well these 
savages are developed." In confirmation of this I would refer 
you to the photographs, and table of weights and measurements 
of forty-eight male, arnd forty-one female adults, which I have 
prepared,' being persuaded that more correct information can be 
obtained by such means than from any verbal description, 
however minute and careftuL 

3. Although the Mahomnedan travellers, a thousand years ago, 
described their feet as " very large, and almost a cubit in 
length," my observations and measurements go to prove that 
their feet, as well as their hands and ears, are small and well- 
shaped; the heel in some cases projects slightly, but never to 
the extent peculiar to negro races. 

4. Dr. Dobson, in his valuable paper " On the Andamans and 
Andamanese," which was published in this Institute's Journal 
(vol. iv, p. 464), alleges the existence of a " remarkable contrast 
between the size of the inales and females ;"'2 but the example, 
which he cites in proof, of maia .bdrra and his wife, was quite 
exceptional, for this man, whom we nicknamed "Moriarty," 
like many of the Andaman chiefs, was as much above, as his 
ebon consort was below, the ordinary stature of the race. From 
the illustrations and lists of measurements, to wlich reference 
has already been made, it will be found that the average height 
of the men is 4 feet 103 inches, and of the women 4 feet 
7' inches,3 while their average weight is 98k1 lbs. and 931 lbs. 
respectively-results which cannot be said to indicate a striking 
disparity between the sexes. 

meals. This distended abdominal condition is noticeable in children of both 
sexes; but as the lads grow up, they take more exercise, and their abdominal, 
as well as other muscles, become firmer and retain the mechanical distension of 
the belly. With the women it is different; these latter influences do not 
exist." . . . . ("Remarks on the Aborigines of tbe Andaman Islands," 
by Surgeon E. S. Brander, late 2nd Medical Officer, Port Blair.) 

1 Vide Appendix C. 
2 The following extract from an article in the Bombay Gazette of 2nd August, 

1881, by an officer stationed for about a year at the Andamans, will show what 
opposite conclusionis are arrived at by those who are content to trust to the 
accuracy of their individual judgment without reference to actual measure- 
ments :-" The women . . . are on the whole bigger than the men, whlo 
are, however, particularly well made." 

ft. in. 
3 Maximum height of the males measured was 5-4. 

,, ,, females ,, 4112. 
Minimum ,, males ,, 4-54 

,, ,, females ,, 44. 
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5. The old statement, so often repeated, that their stature 
never exceeds 5 feet, must also be inoticed, as the list in 
question shows that fourteen of the forty-eight males who were 
measured were slightly above that height. I would add, that 
on a visit paid to North Andaman, about two years ago, by 
Colonel Cadell, V.C., the present Chief Commissioner, an dk4c- 
.cxhdriar- was seen whose height was estimated at about 5 feet 
8 inches; but this must be regarded as very remarkable and 
exceptional, for the tallest specimen of the race, that had till 
then been met with, was a chief standing 5 feet 41 inches. 

6. In consequence of their early marriages, the cares of 
maternity, and the nature of the duties which devolve upon 
them, the women soon lose the graceful figures which many of 
them possess in their youth, and they often, in their maturer 
years, become so obese as to be objects of wonder to Europeans.' 

Anatomy and Physiology.-1. With the view of forming some 
idea of the average temperature and rates of pulse and respira- 
tion per minute, five youths, fair representatives of the race, 
were examined, with the following results:- 

ITemperature Rate per minute 
No. Age. under the . REMARKS. 

axilla. of pulse. of respiration. 

1 22 ! 96-9 56 19 The subjects were at rest and 
in the shade, and had Dot eaten 

2 20 97 8 62 22 for several hours previously. 

3 18 97-8 64 24 * The bulb was left undis- 
turbed for five minutes. 

4 16 97*8 64 21 

5 17 ! 98-3 74 20 

Colour.-i. Their skin is naturally smooth, and greasy to the 
touch, and there is little or no hair or down over the surface,2 
and, with regard to its colour, by the aid of reflected light it has 
been found that not only are there several shades of colour 
Among this race, ranging between bronze or dark copper colour, 
sooty, and black, but also that in individuals the complexion of 
the face and body are different. The distinctions are, however, 
so slight as to be ulnoticed by the people themselves. 

2. The results of careful observation go to prove that these 

Surgeon Brander, in the paper referred to in the preceding footnote, remarks, 
that " this condition, I should think, is induced partly by the absence of any 
proper abdominal support during pregnancy, and is partly due to the distension 
their stomachs habitually undergo after food." 

2 Even under the axilla it is rarely found, and then only verv scantily, but a 
certain amount of tufted hair is not wanting about the genitals. 
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variations in colour are not confined within certain tribal limits, 
buit are alike found in all, whether living inland or on the 
coast; and it would therefore appear that the cause is not 
attributable to diet, habits, or, indeed, to any external circum- 
stance. 

3. The opinion expressed on this subject by Dr. Mouat was 
that "their hue is remarkably black and lustrous;" while 
Surgeon-Major Hodder" describes them as "extremely black, 
more so than the African negro, and some have a dull leaden 
hue like that of a black-leaded stove." In this latter remark I 
fully concur; indeed, the simile strikes me as an exceedingly 
happy one, and as exactly expressing the predominating colour 
of their skin. 

4. On examining a number of individuals, and comparing the 
colour of their skin and eyes with the standard tables prepared 
by the late M. Broca, it was found that the skin of the face and 
shoulders of the majority corresponded most nearly with No. 42, 
the variations tending towards 27 and 28, while that of the 
trunk, in the generality of cases, agreed with No. 27, and in 
certain others with No. 49. The prevailing hue of the eyes 
was found to - be most closely represented by No. 16, one 
exception, which had to be classed under No. 1, being found 
among those tested. 

Odour.-1. The ammoniacal, rancid, goat-like exhalations of 
the negro are not found among them, and the peculiarity of 
odour which attaches to their persons is chiefly due to the 
unguent, called kboiob-da,2 composed of red oxide of iroln mixed 
with either turtle or pig's fat, with which they delight to paint 
themselves. When in health, and under ordinary circumstances, 
their breath is sweet.3 

Anatomy and Physiology (continued).-2. Their powers of 
abstinence from solid food have never, to our knowledge, been 
severely tested; but it has been noticed that, on rare occasions, 
when forced to make a long day's journey through the jungles 
without a halt, they are in the habit of binding a strip of bark 
or other substance round their waists, to reduce, as much as 
possible, the inconvenience and pain which are caused by what 
they consider a long fast. Whether in exercise or repose they 

1 Fide " Pall Mall Budget," 20th April, 1877. 
2 Substantives, adjectives, and many adverbs have the termination "da-" 

which, as mentioned in my previous paper, I believe to be traceable to the 
defective or partially obsolete verb, edd-ke, to be ; it is dropped before pre- 
positions and in construction generally, but is usually heard when the word 
occurs alone. Hence, when I write a hyphen at the end of an Andamanese word, 
I shall mean that in its full form it has da. 

3 It is, nevertheless, commonly noticed, that after feasting on tiurtle and 
certain kinds of fish, they are unpleasant neighbours, their breath and hands 
being then highly odoriferous. 
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cannot apparently abstain from food without inconvenience for 
more than eight hours at a time. 

3. When exerting themselves in any way they perspire freely, 
which may account for their inordinate thirst. So great, indeed, 
is their inability to endure any privation in respect to drink, 
that they seldom leave home on the shortest expedition, whether 
by land or sea, without providing themselves with one or more 
bamboo vessels, called gob-, containing a supply of fresh water. 

4. Loss of sleep they can bear well only when under the 
influence of strong excitement, as in turtle hunting, or at festive 
gatherings, where singing and dancing are kept up for many 
successive hours1; they have even been known to spend forty- 
eight hours at such times without taking any rest. 

5. What little cool weather there is in the latitude of their 
islands, during December and January, they dislike extremely; 
in striking evidence of this they are found, as I will elsewhere 
mention, unconsciously concurring with the great Italian poet 
in depicting the region of punishment, for the souls of the 
wicked, as one of intense cold. After this, it will appear some- 
what strange to say that, in spite of their aversion to what they 
consider cold weather-which never registers less than 690 F. on 
the highest elevation in South Andaman-they are careful, 
during the hot season, to avoid any lengthened exposure to the 
direct rays of the sun, and endeavour to lessen the discomfort 
caused by the heat by smearing their persons with a white-wash 
of common white clay and water.2 It has long been erroneously 
believed that they have recourse to this expedient in order to 
allay the inconvenience which they would otherwise suffer from 
the bites of mosquitoes and other jungle pests; but the true 
reason for the practice is, I am well assured, that which I have 
above given, for the various insects which might annoy them 
are, for the most part, kept away by the smoke of the hut fire 
beside which a great portion of their tinle is spent when at rest, 
or when engaged in any sedentary occupation. 

6. The voices of the men are usually clear without being 
deep, while those of the women, especially when raised, are very 
shrill. 

7. The mucous membrane of the mouth is stained with 
pigment to a greater degree than was found to be the case with 
such of the natives of India as were compared with them. 

8. The general excellence of the teeth strikes one as remark- 

1 Vide post "Games and Amusements," paragraph 32. 
I Iwould here draw attention to the fact, that while the object in smearing 

themselves with og- wash is to keep themselves as cool as possible, they often 
daub their bodies with koi-ob- after sundown for the opposite reason, i.e., for the 
sake of warmth. 
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able, for not only are no precautions taken for their preservation, 
but they are used roughly, small bones being broken by them, 
and food commonly eaten at almost boiling point. The grinding 
surface of the molars is generally much abraded: five or six 
tubercles are occasionally observed in the posterior molars, but 
are not all marked with equal distinctness; in some cases, indeed, 
they are scarcely distinguishable. The crowns of these teeth 
frequently present one long and comparatively even surface, and 
the peculiarity is of course due to the practice above referred to, 
of grinding hard substances with them. The canines are not 
longer or more prominent than the other teeth; caries appear to 
be rare, except with those well advanced in years. The front 
teeth of the lower jaw are generally the first cut: the first 
dentition is completed apparently at an earlier age than is usual 
among ourselves. 

Hair.-1. Dr. Allen Thomson, F.R.S., who has kindly 
examined some of the hair microscopically, gives it as his 
opinion that the form of the transverse section is oval. Having, 
however, only a small quantity at his disposal, he has not been able 
to make a sufficient examination as yet, so he adds that, " it may 
be that some sections are oblique, but a number axe certainly 
transverse, and none of them have a circular outline." In 
appearance it is extremely frizzly and seems to grow in spiral 
tufts,' but examination proves that the roots are uniformly 
distributed over the scalp: it is fine in texture and fairly 
abundant, but lustreless, and seldom more than two or three 
inches long, or five inches if tlle actual length when untwisted 
be measured; in a few instances it has been found to be eight 
or ten inches long, but the ends were matted, dead-like, and 
easily broken. 

2. The majority of the women every week or ten days shave 
their heads almost entirely, leaving only two narrow parallel 
lines of hair, termed gdr-, from the crown to the nape of the 
neck. The gGr- is never allowed to exceed one-eighth of an inch 
in length; therefore, as they have no means of clipping it, it is 
constantly shaven off, and a fresh gdr- is made with the hair 
which has grown since the last operation.2 

1 Just ten years ago it was pointed out by Dr. J. Barnard Davis, F.R.S., that 
the delicate ribbon-like hair of these islanders is exactly similar to that of the 
now extinct race of Tasmanians (" Journ. Anthrop. Inst.," vol. ii, p. 100). 

2 I would here call attention to some errors of the artist by whom Dr. Mouat's 
book was illuistrated. He has represented the men as shaven and the women 
with their curly wigs intact, whereas it is the latter only who as a rule shave 
their heads; and they do not go about entirely nude, but wear leaves, as will be 
explained in another place (vide post "Psychology and Morals," para. 8, and 
"Attire," para. 3). They are further incorrectly represented in the same 
plate as using a gipsy's tripod for cooking purposes. 
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3. Though many of the men were and are in the habit of 
having their heads shaved like the women, the style of hair- 
dressing most affected by them before our arrival left only a 
circular patch of hair, about six or eight inches in diameter, like 
a skull cap, on the top of the head. Of late, however, they 
have indulged in many fanciful modes, such as shaving a piece 
about two or three inches broad between the forehead and the 
nape of the neck, or making a large tonsure. From this it will be 
seen that the Andamanese cannot be instanced as a tribe that 
"goes bald always," as has been asserted.' 

4. Men will sometimes shave each other's heads, but only 
when the services of a woman are not available; for it is one 
of the duties of the fair sex in these tribes to act as barbers, 
regarding which fact I shall have occasion to make further 
reference at another time. 

5. When, in consequence of its having attained an unusual 
length, the hair is found to be oppressively hot and difficult to 
clean, it is shaved off entirely or in part, clipping, as already 
mentioned, being impracticable, owing to the lack of a suitable 
instrument. On these occasions the eyebrows are generally 
removed, which explains Dr. Day's remark, that " they rarely 
have eyebrows." 

6. With the exception of the eyelashes and eyebrows, which 
are of slight growth, hair is only occasionally seen on the face, 
and then but scantily and in patches on the upper lip and chin, 
where it has a tendency to grow in spiral tufts: as it is esteemed 
a decoration it is never shaved or depilated. 

7. It has been rumouxed2 that there are tribes of a lonlg- 
haired race on Interview and also on Rutland Islands; buLt, with 
regard to the former, none of the Northerners who have been to 
Port Blair have possessed this characteristic, or will allow that 
it is to be met with amongst their communities, while our 
relations with the inhabitants of the latter enable us to contra- 
dict the assertion, which, indeed, can only be explained by 
supposing that runaway convicts, who have frequently escaped 
thither, must have been mistaken for aborigines. 

8. That baldness has been known among them may be 
assumed from their having, a word in their language to express 
it, but such cases would appear to be of very rare occurrence 
since none have come under my notice. 

9. It has been asserted that " they are in the habit of dyeing 
their hair with red ochre"; but, whatever may have been the 
custom in former times, this is certainly not now the case, as 
they never intentionally interfere with the natural colour, but 

I Vide " Anthropology," p. 238, by Dr. E. B. Tylor, F.R.S. 
2 "C Encyel. Brit." 
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some of the pigment, kbi-ob-, with which they so frequently 
paint their persons sometimes accidentally adheres to their 
curly wigs, these being often used for wiping or drying their 
hands. 

10. The colour of the hair among different individuals varies 
between black, greyish-black, and sooty, the last perhaps pre- 
dominating; it is apparently uninfluenced by, and does not 
correspond with, the hue of the eye or skin; it commences to 
turn grey about the fortieth year, but the number of those who 
exceed that age being small, white hair is seldom seen. 

Development and Decay.-l. The average length of life, owing 
to excessive infant mortality as well as to the small number 
that attain old age, can hardly be reckoned as much, if at all, 
beyond 22 years. Not more than three generations of the same 
family have ever been known to be alive at the same time. 

2. Fifty years is believed to be the extreme limit of age 
among them, and the majority of those who attain it are 
women. 

3. Judging from those whose births have been registered by 
us, it would seem that physical development takes place at a 
late age as compared with niatives of India, the males not 
attaining puberty till about the 16th year, and the females not 
before the 15th,1 while the maxima of stature and bulk are not 
reached till two or three years later; should the opinion thus 
formed be confirmed by further observations, the fact will serve 
to weaken the theories that have been advanced by some anthro- 
pologists to account for the phenomenon hitherto assumed to be 
of universal application, that " the period of immaturity is 
curtailed in inverse proportion to the approximation to the 
equator or the polar circle ;"' but, as the same writer goes on to 
say, "probably the latitude of the abode has no reference to 
this phenomenon; it may more probably have some connection 
with the darkness of the skin." 

4. Among, the Andamanese, when the head is in the cus- 
tomary positioin, the line taken by a horizontal plane drawn 
through the mBeat us auditorius would, in most cases, pass through 
the apex of the facial angle, or, in exceptional cases, somiewhat 
lower. I cannot entirely concur in the opinion expressed by 
D.. Brander regarding the variety of the facial type found 
among them, as he says that " some faces seem to resemble the 
Negraic, some the Malayan, and some even the Aryan in 
character;" it is, however, a curious physiognomical fact, of 
which there can be little or no question, that a remarkable 
diversity in this respect does exist among them, though it is 

1 The extreme ages for child-bearing appear to be 16 and 35 years. 
2 Peschel. 
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hardly sufficient to admit of the inference, which might be drawn 
from the passage just quoted, and on which the incorrect theory 
might be based, as to their being of mixed descent. I would 
add that I observed, like Dr. Brander, that these differences are 
more noticeable among the males than among the females of the 
population. 

crosses.-l. In a footnote to his interesting paper on the 
Andamanese, Dr. Day mentions that " some have, entirely smooth 
hair," and he suggests the probability of a portion of the race 
being of African origin or of mixed African descent. 

2. With the exception of three children of mixed parentage,' 
none of whom survived more than seven or eight years, no 
examples are known of the existence of a cross-breed among 
these tribes; and, as none but these three children have been 
known to have had other than the frizzly hair which is one of 
the distinctive characteristics of the race, I have no doubt that 
Dr. Day either observed, or was informed of, the peculiarity 
occurring in their case, and his remarks must, therefore, be 
taken as applying only to them. 

3. Not only would it have been impossible for us to have 
continued so long in ignorance of the existence of any 
individuals of this race who differed so widely from their 
fellow countrymen as to have smooth hair, but additional 
evidence is afforded by the denial of the Andamanese to every 
inquiry instituted on this point. 

4. Another statement has been published which is also calcu- 
lated to mislead; it is as follows:-' I agree with Mr. F. Day 
that the chief of Rutland Island is probably a native of India."2 
The chief here referred to, by name maia .bUela, but generally 
called by us rmnsh, .bUela8 (vide Plate VIII, fig. 2), was one of the 
best known, as he certainly was the most useful of all our 
aboriginal acquaintances. He was not only a thorough, though 
superior, specimen of the race, but> his parents were so well 
known to be of pure Andamanese blood that his intimates were 
surprised to learn that a doubt regarding the purity of his 
descent should even for a moment have been entertained, and 
certainly I, and others who have for many years been associated 
with the man and his friends, see no grounds for regarding their 
statements on this point with the least suspicion. 

5. Judging from the exceptional cases above mentioned of a 
cross-breed occurring among them, it seems improbable that the 
existenice of a mixed race in their midst would be tolerated, for 
all three of the children met their death by violence or neg,lect, 

1 Hindoo fathers and Andamanese mothers. 
2 Dr. Dobson. 
3 He died of measles in April, 1877. 
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not at the hands of their mothers, but of the male members of 
the tribe. 

Reproduction. -1. Marriages never talke place till both parties 
have attained maturity, and generally not till a few years later; 
the usual age of the bridegroom varies from 18 to 22, and of 
the bride from 16 to 20. The result of inquiries tends to show 
that there is a slight predominance of female over male births; 
three or four is the average number of children born of the same 
parents. The largest family known consisted of six, three only 
of whom attained maturity.' 

2. Twins are rare, and as no instance can be recalled of both 
surviving infancy, notwithstanding all possible care being be- 
stowed on them, they are not favourably regarded. No case of 
triplets has been known to occur. Births out of wedlock are 
considered discreditable, and in the one known instance of the 
kind, the parents were married immediately after the event; 
no difference was made in the treatment which the child 
received.2 

3. The limited fecundity of the women may in some measure 
be due to the circumstance that they never wean their babies, 
so long as they are able to suckle them, and it not unfrequently 
happens that the two youngest children are seen together at 
their mother's breast.8 

4. The ill success in rearing their offspring is doubtless owing 
in most part to the injudicious management and petting which 
each of the mother's friends considers right to bestow on the 
infant. It is looked upon as a compliment for every woman 
who may be nursing, to relieve the mother of this duty at 
frequent intervals; it is, therefore, no matter of surprise that 
the little one ails and dies. 

5. The proportion of deaths from violence and accident, is 
believed to amount to four or five per cent. 

6. Barrenness is rare, as are also cases of stillborn children. 
No drugs or other contrivances are employed in order to 
increase or limit reproduction. 

Abnormalities.-1. Excessive development of fat about the 
giuteal region is frequently observable among the adult women. 

1 It is said that more children are born during the rains than at any other 
season of the year. 

2 Vide post " Marriage," paragraph 4. 
3 On this subject Dr. Brander remarks as follows:- 
" They mostly possess considerable mammary development, and the glands in 

many cases seem to be in a chronic state of functional activity. This may be 
due to the late period to which they suckle their young (even to three or four 
years), or to another purpose to which the milk is applied." . . . (vide post, 
" Shaving.") [As will be seen from Plate VIII, fig. 1, the mamme are pyriform 
rather than spherical: with the advance of years they become flaccid and 
elongated.] 

VOL XII. G 
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Dr. Dobson, in noticing a marked case of this kind, drew atten- 
tion to the fact of its differing from steatopyga, thereby distin- 
guishing them in this respect from Hottentots. 

2. Albinism and polydactylisim are unknown, and only one 
case of erythrism, and that of a faint type, has been observed, or 
is known to the natives of our acquaintance.' 

3. No instance appears of obliquity of vision, of cleft palate, 
absence of teeth, or of supernumerary teeth, and only one of 
progiiatllism and hare-lip respectively. Cases of "Darwin's 
point" in the ear are constantly met with. 

Pathology.-1. No idiots, maniacs, or lunatics have ever yet 
been observed among them, and this is not because those so 
afflicted are killed or confined by their fellows, for the greatest 
care and attention are invariably paid to the sick, aged, and 
helpless. Two or three cases of hunchback and lateral cur- 
vature of the spine have come under notice, but instances of the 
kind are evidently very rare. 

2. It has often been observed, that though the Andamanese 
waste away very rapidly in sickness, they regain flesh with 
equial facility when convalescent; but, nevertheless, they possess 
so little vital power, that they readily succumb to diseases 
against which others usually struggle successfully2 : indeed, they 
appear to suffer as much, if not more, than individuals of alien 
races from the febrile disorders-mainly attributable to malaria, 
so prevalent throughout these islands-which frequently lay 
the foundation of chest complaints, from which they rarely 
recover. 

3. Pulmonary consumption and other forms of pectoral disease 
are among the chief causes of mortality among these tribes.3 
These disorders do not appear to be confined to, or to be 
more prevalent in, certain districts, but there is little doubt 
that they have been most frequent amongst those living in the 
homes provided for their benefit in and near our settlements in 
South Andaman.4 

1 In no other particular does this case appear to differ from the rest. 
2 This not only refers to maladies introduced by the alien population, such as 

measles, venereal diseases, &c., but to those complaints from which they suffered 
prior to the establishment of the settlement. 

3 In reference to complaints of this nature, it may interest some to know that 
Dr. De Jongh's cod liver oil was largely used in the homes, and with considerable 
benefit to the patients, several recoveries having resulted therefrom. From 
inquiry it would seem that cases of constipation are comparatively rare, and 
that diarrheea is almost the habitual state of their excretory functions. 

4 As this circumstaince was traced to the system of giving them clothes to be 
worn at our various stations, and when visited by Europeans, it was deemed 
advisable to modify the regulation and to supply them only with drawers, 
leaving the upper part of the body exposed. A marked improvement in the 
general health resulted from this change. 
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4. Epilepsy is a recognised form of malady, and is considered 
as peculiar to certain individuals, but the fits are not regarded 
in a superstitious light. Cutaneous diseases of a scalv character 
occasionally occur, but do not appear to be of a serious kind. 
Leprosy is as yet unknown among them. The physical pain 
caused by injuries seems less acute than that suffered under 
similar circumstances by Europeans, and all wounds, as a general 
rule, heal ra-pidly. 

5. A few years ago (1877), an epidemic of ophthalmia occurred, 
principally among the people of South Andaman, and, during 
the few months it lasted, about fifty persons were attacked, 
many of whom suffered entire or partial loss of sight. The 
origin of the outbreak was obscured in doubt, and it does not 
appear that the disease was previously known to the aborigines. 

6. They have never yet been afflicted with small-pox, and only 
once with measles, viz., in 1877, when it was computed that 
nearly 20 per cent. of the sufferers, who comprised a large 
proportion of the population, succumbed. This disease was 
introduced by a batch of convicts from Madras, who, in spite of 
all the precautions that were taken, communicated it to others 
in the settlement, froin whom it spread to the Andamanese. 
The contagion spread to the people of Middle and North 
Andaman, but only those patients who were living within a few 
miles of our settlement couLld be attended to by our medical 
officers; the treatment to which the remainder had recourse, 
was that commonly adopted among them in fever cases.' The 
ravages committed by this epidemic anmong the unfortunate 
aborigines can only be compared, though on a small scale, to the 
effects of a similar outbreak among the Fijians, shortly after the 
annexation of their islands to the British Crown.2 

I Vide post " Medicine," paragraph 2. 
2 Before leaving this part of my subject it is necessary to mention that, within 

the last eight years, they have been visited for the first time by that terrible, 
scourge, syphilis, the introduction of which was traced to a few Indian convicts 
whose duties brought them much in contact with the aboriginal inmates of the 
homes; the ravages already committed have been most lamentable, and there 
seems now no hope of checking its spread throughout the various islands forming 
Great Andaman: this is due to a few of the original sufferers having refused to 
submit to the system of segregation which was determined upon at the principal 
home at Viper Island, where all those who were known to be affected were placed 
in a separate building. Althouigh allowed every indulgence short of liberty to 
associate with those who were in health, a few of them found the restraint too 
irksome, and effected their escape one night by swimming from the island, and to 
them have been traced many fresh cases that subsequently occurred in various 
jungle encampments. Had it not been for this it might have been possible to 
confine the disease to those first affected (then numbering about 80), for after 
their isolation from the rest, no fresh cases occurred at Viper. Thus, unhappily, 
this terrible malady has now extended over a very considerable area, probably 
not less than two-thirds of Great Andaman. The rapid spread of the contagion 
has been greatly attributable to the almost universal practice which preN ails 

G 2 
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medlcine.-l. The diseases most common among these tribes 
are: 

1st, malarial fever (diddirya-). 
2nd, catarrh (ngVrib-). 
3rd, coughs (o dag-). 
4th, rheumatism (mdl-). 
5th, phthisis. 
6th, pneumonia. 
7th, heart disease.' 

2. In febrile complaints the treatment adopted by those living 
in the interior, and less frequently by the coast dwellers,2 is the 
following:-A bed is made for the patient of the leaves of the 
Trigonostemon longifolius (ygigma-), and his body is rubbed with 
these leaves, which are sometimes first boiled, while he sniffs at 
some crushed pieces of the same after a time chaiig.qa-8 is given 
him to drink, and then with some of their patent ointment, 
kboiob-,4 which is not used internally, as has been supposed,5 the 
upper lip is painted and also the neck, if the invalid be married. 
When the fever is accompanied by pains in the chest or head, 
a cha4uga-td-6 is tied tightly round the part affected, as this is 
believed to act as a charm, internal pains being always ascribed 
to the malign influence of evil spirits. During the course of the 
fever, the patient is constantly rubbed with gi~gmna- leaves by 
one or more friends who insist also upon hiis swallowing large 
quantities of chai>2ga- ; scarifyino is never practised at such times. 
As only a small proportion of cases of this kind have a fatal 
result, great faith is placed in the treatment above described, 
and, at all events, it is certain that no injurious effects are 
caused by it. 

3. The first half of the rainy season is usually the most sickly 
time with them, as with ourselves, in regard to fever and bowel 

among the women of suckling each other's infants; in fact many parents have 
thus become tainted with the disease, the characteristics of which have in almnost 
every case been most strongly marked, presenting an interesting study to the 
medical officers who have had charge of the patients. Great benefit was derived 
from the treatment and remedies (mercury and iodide of potassium) usually 
employed in Europe, but time alone will show how far our efforts will avail to 
prevent tbe disease from infecting the entire population, if, indeed, it do not, as 
in certain parts of Australia, lead to the early extermination of the race. 

1 Because of the insidious nature, and (to them) mysterious origin, of the last 
three namiied diseases, they say that either .jrem-chaugala has shot the sufferer, 
or .ji-ru-win- has speared him: regarding these evil spirits further reference will 
be found at " Death and Burial " (paragraph 25), and " Religious Beliefs and 
Demnonology " (paragraphs 12 and 14). 

2 The reason for this will be found under " Tribal Communities," paragraph 5. 
3 Vide Appendix B, No. E3. 
4 Vide Appendix B, No. 60. 
r V'ide Mouat, p. 306. 
6 Vide Appendix B, No. 44. 
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affections. Those natives who have been long with us, have 
great faith in our medicines, especially in the efficacy of quinine 
for curing fever, from which, as exposure is very trying to their 
constitutions, they suffer greatly when living in the clearings we 
have made at Port Blair. 

4. For a cold in the head they merely remain at home and 
nurse themselves, crouching over the fire; for a cough, sea-water 
is often drunk, or they will chew the thick portion of the long 
leaves of a plant called fr-ni- (of the Alpinia species), and when 
the bitter juice has been extracted and swallowed, tie the chewed 
fibre round the neck; if benefit be not derived from this, they 
then take a piece of the upper portion of the stem of the Cala- 
mosagus laciniosus, called p4r-, and, removing the bark, chew the 
rest, and swallow the sap. Many cures having been attributed 
to the wonderful properties of the two descriptions of ch&Vlnga-, 
one or two quarts daily are prescribed to the unhappy patient, 
until the cough leaves him. 

5. In cases of rheumatism and paralysis, a chhu,ga,td- is tied 
round the parts affected, and chivlnga-, moist, as found, is rubbed 
into them: if no relief is experienced within a day or so, warm 
water is poured over the suffering members, which are then 
shampooed; should no improvement result, even after these 
measures, recourse is had to scarification; this is done with a 
quartz or glass flake, by a woman, generally the wife or one near 
of kin to the sufferer. It has been noticed that but few of those 
who have been attacked by rheumatism in the jungle ever 
regain the full use of their limbs. 

6. In phthisis, or when any internal organ is diseased, steps 
are taken by the friends of the patient to defeat the machina- 
tions of the evil one, to whom the victim's sufferings are attri- 
buted; to this end, one or more ch4wuga-t6- are first fastened 
tightly over the seat of pain, a lump of black beeswax, tobul- 
pid-,' is then held over a fire till it begins to melt, when it is 
instantly applied, being passed rapidly over the flesh; the wax 
which adheres is not removed, but wears off in a few days. 
The patient is also subjected to pressure with the hands by a 
relative or friend of the same sex, while an attendant frequently 
sucks the skin. Scarification is the dernier ressort when the bad 
symptoms increase.2 

7. Every attention is paid to the wants and wishes of the 
sick, and the friends do all in their power to effect recovery, but 
no charms, excepting the chwgcga-td6-, are employed in the hope of 

1 Fide Appendix B, No. 57. 
2 As many bad cases of lung disease among those in the homes have been 

successfully treated with cod liver oil, they have now great faith in that 
medicine. 
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averting or curing illness; after recovery, no ceremonies of 
purification take place. 

8. With respect to these necklaces of human bones, it should 
be stated that it is not considered necessary that the bones used 
for this purpose should have belonged to an adult, those of a 
child or of one long since dead, are considered equally efficacious; 
the belief is that they cure diseases, and shield the wearer in 
some measure from the machinations of evil spirits, through 
the intervention of the disembodied spirit, who is supposed to be 
gratified by, and aware of, the respect thus paid to his memlory. 
Loose teeth, obtained from human skulls and jaw bones, 
are sometimes strung together as necklaces, or, if too few 
for such a purpose, they are included among the pieces of bone 
which are broken up to form the ch4,uga-t4-; turtle bones are 
also sometimes added under similar circumstances. 

9. The skull and jawbone are carried, either separately or 
together, merely as mementoes, and are not accredited with 
any peculiar virtues. 

10. During pregnancy, the women eat in moderation, but 
delight in as great a variety of food as possible, telling their 
husbands day by day what to procure for them1; they are also 
in the habit of taking as much active exercise as possible, as 
they believe it conduces to an easy accouchement, and the same 
reason is given for the custom, common among them, of con- 
suming small quantities of tala-Jg-2 from time to time; but this 
practice may be traced with more probability to the fact that 
the appetite of persons in an anaemic condition is generally 
fanciful and depraved, such substances as " lime, chalk, or slate 
pencil being sometimes greedily devoured by them." 

11. When about to be confined, the custom is for the hus- 
band, and some of the woman's female friends, to attend on her; 
she is placed in a sitting posture, the left leg is stretched out, 
and the right knee brought up, so as to enable her to clasp it 
with her arins. Her husband supports her back and presses her 
as desired, while her female friends hold a leaf screen, kapa- 
jdtlnga- over the lower part of her person, and assist her, to the 
best of their ability, in the delivery and in the removal of the 
after-birth; the umbilical cord is severed by means of a Cqyrena 
shell (now a steel blade is often used), and when the infant has 
been washed in cold water, its skin is gently scraped with the 
shell. Publicity is not conirted on these occasions, as has been 
asserted,3 but all, save those whose services are required, continue 
their occupations as usual. Soon after the delivery, some warim 

I Further allusion to this subject will be made under " Tabu." 
2 TPide Appendix B, No. 58. 

FT-de -Molata, j) 294. 
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water is given to the woman to drink; she is also fed with 
meat gravy, and the water in which shell or other fish have been 
boiled; after a time, should she desire it, fish, shell-fish, yams, 
or fruit are given her, but no meat.' During the first two or 
three days, she remains in a sitting posture, propped up by 
articles arranged so as to form a couch. As might be supposed, 
from the active habits and unsophisticated manners of these 
people, their women rarely suffer much during labour and child- 
birth; in fact, no instances of difficult delivery are known.2 

12. For ear-ache, head-ache, and tooth-ache, recourse is had, in 
the first instance, to the chauwga-t6-, then to scarification, should 
the pain continue and cause swelling, 

13. In cases of skin disease, they afford relief, at least from 
irritation, by applying to the parts affected a large smooth stone, 
previously warmied over a fire. 

14. When a wound is inflicted by a thorn, flint, shell, 
&c., hot water is poured over it from at Cylrena shell, which is 
then heated and applied to the part as hot as it can be borne; 
or, if the injury be slight, sea-bathing is prescribed, as it is said 
to expedite the healing process. In treating a boil, they scarify 
all round the swelling in order to reduce the inflammation, and 
afterwards bathe it mith chVilnga- "lotion." This substance is 
also taken internally when suffering from dysentery, while for 
diarrhoea they swallow small quantities of a whitish clay, called 
kdtre o-. 

15. The larvae of bees found attached to honeycombs is eaten 
to correct constipation, or, if in season, the fruits of two trees, 
d ropga- and ch6b-, which are much relished, and not without 
reason. 

16. Their method of treating a case of epilepsy is to sprinkle 
the patient with cold water, and then to scarify his brow. 

17. When bitten by a snake (especially a venomous one), if 
they succeed in killing it, they cut it open, and apply the kidney 
fat to the wound, rubbing it in for some time; should they fail 
in capturing the reptile, a liganment is tied above the bite, and 
the surrounding flesh is scarified. Deaths from snake bites, 
though not unknown, are rare. The late chief of the Middle 
Strait community died in a few hours from the bite of a certain 
tree snake called tdga-j6obo-,3 in September, 1878, and another 

1 During menstluation they abstain from pork, Paradoxurus, turtle, honey, 
and yams, and live upon certawn varieties of flsh, sour fruits, iguanas, and prawns. 

2 The custom known by the name of couvade, or the paternal lying-in, is quite 
unknown among the Andamanese. 

3 This snake i#s aid to be the most deadly, after which the ladraba- and wera- 
.jofbo- are the most dreaded. The last appears to be the Opheophagus 1Elaps. 
Further allusion to the la'raba- and the wd ra-jo bo will be made under 
"Superstitions." 
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case of a similar kind occurred a few years since in McPherson's 
Strait. When bitten by a centipede on the leg or hand, urine is 
applied; less inconvenience seems to be caused by these injuries 
to the Andamanese than to the natives of other countries, 
although the insects are here larger than in many districts, mea- 
suring sometimes as much as eight inches. The scorpions, on the 
other hand, are small and comparatively innocuous; no attention 
is therefore paid to the bites they inflict. 

18. Elephantiasis appears never to have occuirred among them; 
but since seeing cases of this complaint among the Nicobarese, 
they have given it a name, Id-pi-, from la'pike, to swell (as a 
bruise). 

19. Bandages of leaves are applied to guinshot wounds, ulcers, 
fractures, sprains, or bruises. 

Physiognomy.-L. When an Andamanese is in good spirits, his 
eyes sparkle and the surrounding skin is slightly wrinkled, 
while the corners of the mouth, which is partially opened, are 
drawn back; if he be in low spirits the eyes are directed to the 
ground, the forehead is transversely wrinkled in the centre, and 
the lips are closed, but the corners of the mouth are not de- 
pressed; under the influence of great grief the nostrils are 
observed to dilate. 

2. In thinking deeply, or while endeavouring to understand 
the construction of some object, the eyes are fixed intently on 
it, and a slight elevation of the lower lid is noticeable. 

3. Astonishment is expressed by the eyebrows being raised, 
the mouth opened a little and covered with the left hand, 
while the right hand is brought smartly to the left side 
just above the heart; a man will also, on being reminded of an 
unintentional omission to fulfil some promise, act either in this 
manner, or he will slap his thigh and then place the hand over 
his opened mouthl. Women show their surprise (and also joy) 
by striking the thigh, which is raised for the purpose, with the 
open hand. To this practice may be attributed the mistaken 
notion entertained by an early writer,1 that " their salutation is 
performed by lifting up a leg and smacking with their hand the 
lower part of the thigh." 

4. Indications of slyness, guilt, and jealousy can be detected 
in the eye only. 

5. Disgust is shown by throwing the head back, dilating the 
nostrils, drawing down the corners of the mouth, and slightly 
protruding the lower lip: no expiration is, however, made. 

6. Shame is evinced by the head being averted, the eyes 
lowered, and the hands raised so as to conceal the portion of the 
face exposed to view. 

I Colebrooke. 
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7. Defiance is expressed by raising and slightly averting the 
head, and slowly uttering the word artdilog-ba, which is equiva- 
lent to " try it on." 

8. Women and children, when too frightened to run away, 
throw themselves on their faces on the ground and raise shrill 
cries, while men, under similar circumstances, show their alarm 
by falling backwards, with their hands uplifted, and their eyes 
rolling. Laughter is sometimes carried to such an extreme as 
to bring tears. 

9. When very angry a man does not stamp his foot, but he 
places his left hand, palm uppermost, between his teeth, and 
glares fiercely at some object on the ground near the offender; 
he, at the same time, raises some weapon with his right hanld, 
and utters, as well as the position of the other hand permits, 
words of terrible import. 

10. A nian, if threatening another, does not clench his fist, 
but will seize some weapon or missile, and express his intention 
of inflicting an injury with it. 

11. A dogged or obstinate expression is indicated by averting 
the head, closing the lips, lowering the eyes, as if ignoring the 
presence of others, and frowning slightly. 

12. When sneering, the teeth are clenched, the upper lip 
slightly curled, and the eyes are fixed on some object near the 
person addressed. 

13. Children, when sulky, behave much as those in other lands, 
for they pout, frown, and utter -oises which betoken discontent. 

14. When a man wishes to show that he cannot prevent 
something'being done, or cannot himself do something, he averts 
his head and pouts his lips, but does not shrug his shoulders. 

15. In beckoning, the head is nodded vertically and a hand 
outstretched, the fingers with the knuckles uppermost being 
waved towards himself. 

16. In affirmation the head is nodded vertically, in negation 
it is shaken laterally. 

Motions.-1. The attitudes of these savages are usually easy; 
the body when in motion is fairly balanced, the leg, if standing, 
is straightened; the foot is usually evenly planted, with the toes 
turned slightly outward; when stalking game they go on tip- 
toe, but, as a rule, the gait is energetic only under mnomentary 
excitement. The average length of a man's pace on level 
ground is 29-30 inches, and of a woman's about 24 inches. 
The arms (which they swing when walking) are habitually held 
with the palms turned inward. If pointing to any object, they 
usually do so with one finger, and not with the open hand. 

2. In climbing up a rope or large creeper they proceed hand 
over harnd with great rapidity, assisted by the big and second 
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toes of each foot; if a tree is branched they will scramble up 
it almost as quickly as if scaling a ladder, and though when 
"swarming" a mast or cocoa-nut tree they clasp the trupk in 
the usual ulanner with the arms and legs, their nVOeemients are 
more rapid, and they are less easily fatigued, than are the 
generality of natives of India; in descending also they display 
the same activity. 

3. I have observed a peculiar trick among young men and 
women, after a lengthened rest or after engaging in some 
sedentary occupation, of twisting their bodies from side to side 
in order to stretch the muscles of the back. In doing this they 
produce a succession of sounds like that caused by cracking the 
joints of one's fingers. 

4. Their favourite position in taking temporary rest after any 
violent or prolonged exertion is the ordinary Oriental posture 
between sitting and standing, i.e., squatting on their heels; if 
very much exhausted they either sit or lie down. 

5. The usual attitude in sleep (vide Plate IX, fig. 2) is to 
lie on one side, preferably the right, with the knees bent'so as 
to allow of the hand of the upper arm being placed between the 
thighs and the other hand under the head, which is raised on 
some impromptu pillow, such as a bundle or a roll of sleeping, 
mat. 

6. Many are able to shut one eye without closing the other, 
but they do not appear to possess the power of moving the ears 
or scalp. They can extend one finger without opening the hand. 
No tricks of sleight of hand are known to, or attempted by 
them. 

7. Much use is made of the feet in holding and in picking up 
light objects, and the great toe is in a considerable degree 
opposable. When a heavy load has to be moved they prefer 
pushing to dragging it.' 

Physical Powers and Senses.-l. Though for a short distance 
heavier loads are often borne, the maximum of a man's burden 
is about 40 lbs.; this he will on occasion carry for as much as 
15 miles through the jungles between sunrise and sunset, 
a distance rarely exceeded in one day under any circum- 
stances, or for more than two or three days in succession. This 
has been particularly remarked when they have been in pursuit 
of runaway convicts, for, if they fail in coming up with thenm 
within the third day, they are wont to take a long rest, unless 
strong inducements are offered by way of inciting them to 
further efforts. 

1 They do not understand, or, at least, do not carry into practice, the principle 
of pushing or dragging a weight simultaneously, whether in silence or to the 
sound 6f the voice. 
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2. Unlike the natives of India, the men allow scarce any 
weight to rest on the head; the entire strain is thrown on the 
shoulders and back by passing the cord to which the load is 
attached across the chest. As this mode would with women be 
attended with inconvenience on account of the chip-,1 besides 
causing injury to the breasts, the cord is in their case brought 
over the head,2 and the back is bent in order to reduce the 
pressure. 

3. In his account of a visit to the NAg'a Hills, about ten years 
ago,3 Mr. S. E. Peal makes allusion to the " peculiar noise, like a 
whistle or note on a flute, clear and plain, and seeming to come 
from the chest, made by Naganis when carrying loads and 
distressed." The same peculiarity is noticeable under similar 
circumstances among the Andamainese of both sexes. 

4. Running is seldom practised by them except for a .short 
distance when hbunting, &c., and four or five hundred yards 
appears to be the greatest extent of ground they can cover with- 
out halting or slackening speed. Though in running or walking 
on a good road they are generally passed without difficulty by 
natives of India, their superiority in the jungles is at once 
manifest when the beaten track is left; and, in the ease and 
rapidity with which they are able to bound over rocks, fallen 
trees, mangrove roots, and other obstacles, few, if any, would 
care, or be able, to compete with them. 

5. Both coastmen and "junglees" are, as a rule, gifted with 
extremely keen sight. It was, however, found impossible to 
gauge their powers by the test papers4 in consequence of their 
inability to count; but many satisfactory proofs of their acute- 
ness of vision have been afforded, as, for instance, by the manner 
in which, while coasting along the shore or when threading their 
way through the jungle, they detect birds or other objects, so 
hidden by the dense foliage of their forests as to be hardly 
distinguishable, even when pointed out, to more than ordinarily 
sharp-eyed Europeans and others. 

6. The inland tribes have especially keen scent, and are able 
from an almost incredible distance to specify, and direct their 
steps towards, any particular tree that may happen to be in 
blossom; their sense of taste is also strongly developed, enabling 
them to discriminate between the various flowers from which 
the bees have produced their honey. 

7. On the othet hand, while the coastmen are not deficient in 

I Vide Appendix B, No. 24. 
2 A peculiarity in the conformation of the female skull due to this practice will 

be hereafter noted, under the heading of " Deformations." 
,3 Tide "J ourn. Asiat. Soc. Bengal," vol. xli, part 1, 1872. 
* Viz., those used in the Army for redruiting purposes. 
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these points, they are found to surpass the natives of the interior 
in their sense of hearing, which is so acute that they commonly 
spear turtles on the darkest nights, though able to direct their 
aim only by the slight sound made by the animal when rising 
to the surface to take breath. ".ng'ab-mAJiwa-" (you deaf 
person !) is a term of reproach often applied by the coast people 
to those dwelling inland, in allusion to the admitted inferiority 
of the latter in this respect. 

Psychology and MIorals.-L. It has been remarked with regret 
by all interested in the race, that intercourse with the alien 
population has, generally speaking, prejudically affected their 
morals; and that the candour, veracitv, and self-reliance they 
manifest in their savage and untutored state are, when they 
become associated with foreigners, to a great extent lost, and 
habits of untruthfulness, dependence, and sloth engendered. 

2. Though there are some grounds for the opinion hitherto 
held regarding their fearlessness, our more recent relations with 
them prove that the surprising courage and apparent utter reck- 
lessness of life which they manifested in their early encounters 
with us were due rather to their ignorance of, and disbelief in, 
any foe more powerful than themselves, or with means of 
destruction more deadly than their own. Probably nothing short 
of despair or uncontrollable rage would ever induce any of them 
to make an attack in which they have not a decided advantage, 
real or imaginary. All is regarded as fair in war, and cunning 
and treachery are considered worthy of commendation; in short, 
the high type of courage common among most civilised, and a 
few savage, nations appears to be totally lacking among the 
Andamanese; nevertheless, those who evince courage are much 
admired, and poltroons are objects of general ridicule.' When 
apprized of the existence of danger, they usually evince extreme 
caution, and only venture upon an attack when well assured, 
that, by their superior numbers, they can put the enemy to flight, 
or will be able, by stratagem, to surprise and overpower him. 

3. At the same time certain traits which have been noticeable 
in their dealings with us would give colour to the belief that 
they are not altogether lacking in the sense of honour, and have 
some faint idea of the meaning of justice. An amusing incident 
is related by Dr. Day on this point. It appears that on a certain 

1 Their conduct on occasions of personal risk is, howover, generally governed by 
the consideration that "discretion is the better part of valour," and that 

"He who fights and runs away, 
May live to fight another day." 

They thus resemble the South Sea islanders spoken of by Sir J. Lubbock wbo 
" though not cowards, regard it as much less disgraceful to run away. from an 
enemy with wvhole bones than to fight and be wounded." 
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occasion " they brought in some escaped convicts, whom, how- 
ever, they first plundered, besides reinoving every bit of iron 
from the boat in which they had escaped. On being taxed with 
this they at first pleaded surprise, then said they would make 
restitution, and brought a canoe as an exchange for the mischief 
they had done to the government boat. At first this was not 
qafite understood and the canoe was sent back, but thev returned 
it next day, explaining that they desired it to be kept as a 
reimbursement for the injury they had donie to the government 
boat, so no longer considered the canoe theirs." 

4. As another example of the same kind:-when the present 
penal colony at Port Blair was first established, the aborigines 
were observed to refrain from shooting at any of the chain-gang 
prisoners, evidently judging that they at least could not be 
voluntary invaders of their territory, and to confine their hostility 
to the petty officers and others not in chains, till these at last, 
finding themselves in constant danger, sought and obtained 
permission to carry oli their duties in fetters.' 

5. Much mutual affection is displayed in their social relations, 
and, in their dealings with strangers, the same characteristic is 
observable when once a good 'understanding has been established. 

6. It is a noteworthy trait, and one that deserves high com- 
mendation, that every care and consideration are paid by all 
classes to the very young, the weak, the aged, and the helpless, 
and these, being made special objects of interest and attention, 
invariably fare better in regard to the comforts and necessaries 
of daily life than any of the otherwise more fortunate members 
of the community. 

7. Andamanese children are reproved for being impudent 
and forward, but discipline is not enforced by corporal punish- 

I It may not be unworthy of notice to record here yet another instance of 
generosity of disposition displayed by one of these savages. In January, 1877, a 
party of 24 'BhIi convicts effected their escape: all but some 11 or 12 were soon 
re-captured. Those still at large I roved desperate, showing by their murderous 
assault on some aborigines, who had unconsciously approached their hiding place 
in the jungle, that they were prepared to resist capture at all hazards. The 
ehief " minsh1 " .bi-ela (vide Plate VII, fig. 2) thereupon headed a party of his 
tribe and some policemen, and, in spite of the parched condition of the soil-it 
being then late in February-succeeded in tracking the runaways, who had pene- 
trated several miles into an unfrequented part of the jungle. Refusing to surrender 
themselves they were attacked, with the result that all were either captured or 
shot down. On being aske(d by the Chief Commissioner what reward would be 
most a(ceptable for the service the aborigines had performed on this occasion, 
.bi-ela replied that he would prefer to anything else that the Chief Commissioner 
should remit the remaining portion of the six months' sentence passed on four 
members of a Middle Andaman tribe, who, a few montbs before, had been 
convicted of shooting, at Kyd Island, some Chinamen engaged in collecting edible 
birds' nests. The prisoners were almost unknown to .6bela, and their ielease, 
therefore, could no more have concerned him personally than did their punishment. 
His request was granted. 
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ment; they are early taught to be generous and self-denying, 
and the special object of the fasting, period, regarding which I 
shall hope to speak to you on another occasion, seems to be to 
test the fortitude and powers of endurance of the lads and lasses 
before entering upon the cares and responsibilities of married 
life. The duties of showin, respect and hospitality to friends 
and visitors being impressed upon them from their early 
years, all guests are well treated; every attention is paid to their 
wants, the best food at the-ir host's disposal is set before them, 
and, ere they take their leave, some tokens of regard or goodwill 
are bestowed, or, to speak more correctly, interchanged. Stran- 
gers visiting an encampmenit for the first time are welcomed if 
introduced by some mutual friend.' 

8. It has been observed by ethnologists who have described 
certain other primitive races, that modesty and morality are not 
dependent on, or to be gauged by, the amount of covering which 
is deemed requisite by either sex. The Aiida7manese present 
another instance in point; and in the esteem in which they hold 
these virtues, and the self-respect which characterises their 
intercourse with each other, may even be said to compare 
favourably with that existing in certain ranks among civilised 
races.2 

9. In the manufacture of their weapons, utensils, and other 
articles, they habitually display a remarkable amount of perse- 
verance and industry, spending hour after hour -in laboriously 
striking pieces of iron with a stone hammer for the purpose of 
forming spear or arrow-heads, or in improving the shape of a 
bow, &c., even though there be no necessity, immediate or pro- 
spective, to stimulate them to such efforts. The incentive is 
evidently a spirit of emulation, each one priding himself on being 
able to produce work which will excel, or at least compare not 
unfavourably with, that of his neighbours. 

10. Selfishness is not among their characteristics, for they 
frequently make presents of the best that they possess, and do 
not reserve, much less make, weapons, &c., of superior workman- 
ship for their own private use; at the same time it must be 

1 On seeing a stranger at a gathering, it would be asked: o1 1n0ja ? (who is 
he?) or, if the visitor be senior to the inquirer, o1 m0j-ola? (who is that elder 
or chief ?) 

2 Women are so modest that they will not renew their leaf aprons in the 
presence of one another, but retire to a secluded spot for this purpose; even 

vhen parting with one of their bod- appendages to a female friend the delicacy 
they manifest for the feelings of the bystanders in their mode of removing it 
almost amounts to prudishness.. Coarse conversation appears to be of rare 
occurrence and to meet with little or no encouragement. Remarks on the personal 
appearance or peculiarities of friends or blood relatives are considered harmless, 
but if made in reference to a wife or husband would be regarded as indelicate 
and objectionable, and resented accordingly. 
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confessed that it is tacitly understood that an equivalent should 
be rendered for every gift. 

11. Certain psychological affinities between them and the 
Papuans having been pointed out in my last paper renders it 
unnecessary for me again to draw your attention to these points. 

12. When out of temper with anyone they never defaine his 
relatives or use improper expressions, as is so common a practice 
among natives of India, but merely indulge in mild ternis of 
abuse, such as the following:- 

ng'ab-ted inga tapaya! (You liar!) 
ng"'?n-ld maya! (You duffer !), 
ng'ian-jabagya ! or ng'ab-m'a2g tigpq,chaya! (You fool !) 
ng'i-ch&na! (You long head!) 
ng'ig-chd&ronrga-ld, nta! (You long nose!) 
ng'ig-pa narnaya! (You sunken-eyed one!) 
ng'id-k' nabya! or ng'"-g5 robya! (You skin and bone!.) 

A quarrel, as may be supposed, generally results from this style 
of address.' 

13. With the exception of those who have lived with uis away 
from their friends from birth or early childhood, not a case can 
be cited in which a preference is not manifested for a jungle life, 
even after a sojourn of many years at the Orphanage or Homes 
at Port Blair. 

14. Opportunities for comparing the mental capacity of the 
children with those of other races have been few, but these have 
tended to show that, up to the age of 12 or 14, they possess 
quite as much intelligence as ordinary middle-class children of 
civilised races when competing in subjects in which they have 
been instructed in common; but the precociousness of intellect 
which has so often been remarked in the very young does not 
appear to be long maintained. Dr. Brander, who was for some 
time in charge of the Andaman Hospital, gave it as his opinion, 
that as a race " they are not deficient in brain power; it rather 
lies dormant and unused in their savage state ;" and he mentions 
the case of an aboriginal patient of 12 years of age, who had 
been educated in the Ross Orphanage School, anad who, in spite 
of his tender years, could yet read English and Urdu fluently, 
as well as speak and write in both these languages, retaining 
also a knowledge of his mother tongue. He had, besides, 
acquired a fair knowledge of arithmetic. I may add that this is 
not an exceptional case, for I could instanlce others, and one lad 
in particular, who was his superior. 

15. More lengthened observations than have hitherto been 

I Vide post "Laws," paragraph 1. 
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possible are required before we can speak with certainty 
regarding the extent, limits, and conditions of heredity among 
this race; but it has beeii noticed that, as a general rule, they 
have excellent memories, especially on those subjects in which 
the intellects of their ancestors have been consciously or uncon- 
sciously exercised or cultivated in the savage state. The follow- 
ing passage will afford an illustration of the intelligence displayed 
by these people on such subjects. It is taken from the late Mr. 
Kurz's Report on the Vegetation of the Andaman Islands:- 
"(While I was in the Andamans 1 was in the habit of consuilting 
people (convicts) fromi the most different parts of India for the 
native names of the plants. As a general result, I may state 
that the Burmans were best acquainted with the flora of the 
Andamans, but they are by no means equal to the Andamanese 
in accuracv and certainty of determination. While the Burmans 
were obliged continually to cut into the bark to recognise the 
trees, the Andamanese readily gave their names, and I could rely 
upon their statements, which was not the case at all with those 
of the Burmese." 

16. Instances have been observed among them of individuals 
possessing strong wills and vivid powers of imagination: as a 
race they do not appear to be subject to trances, illusions, 
or somnambulism, but, like many other savages, they place 
implicit faith in dreams, shaping their conduct in superstitious 
conformity to the warning or advice supposed to have been 
conveyed therein. 

Magic and Witchcraft.-1. There are, however, as I mentioned 
in my last paper, certain individuals in these tribes, known as 
dko-pai-ad- (lit., a dreamer), who 'are credited with the possession 
of supernatural powers, such as second sight, expressed by the 
term dramiiga-td rabanga-, and of a mysterious influence over the 
fortunes and lives of their neighbours. It is thought that they 
can bring trouble, sickness, and death upon those who fail to 
evince their belief in them in some substantial form'; they thus 
generally manage to obtain the best of everything, for it is 
considered foolhardy to deny them, and they do not scruple to 
ask for any article to which they may take a fancy. 

2. These quasi-seers are invariably of the male sex, and it 
sometimes even happens that a young boy is looked upon as a 
" coming oko-pai-ad-, their position being generally in the first 
instance attained by relating an extraordinary dream, the details 

1 This reminds one somewhat of the disease makers of Tanna (New 
Hebrides), who are supposed to cause disease and death by burning nahak 
(ruibbish, principally refuse of food), and who are propitiated by continual 
presents. The practice of burning beeswax, in order to cause injury to an 
enemy, will be mentioned under " Superstitions," para. 13. 
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of which are declared to have been borne out subsequently by 
some unforeseeln event, as, for instance, a sudden death by 
accident. 

3. In order to maintain his status it is necessary for an 
oko-paicad- to give fresh evidences of his powers from time to 
time, for, so long as his companions have faith in him, he is the 
constant recipient of presents of all kinds, which are unblush- 
ingly given' and accepted as bribes to curry favour. 

4. Sometimes, owing to the multiplicity of these gifts, it is 
inconvenient to the dko-paiad- to take charge of them; he 
then enters into an arrangement with the donors that such 
articles as he does not at preselnt need shall be available for his 
use or appropriation whenever he may require them; hence 
inany individuals possess property which is said to be rdrdare 
(i.e., bespoken) by a certain seer, and which is, therefore, not 
available forpresentation to anyone else. 

5. If a disaster occur which they think might have been 
averted had the 6ko-pai ad- chosen to exercise his powers, they 
are said somletimes to conspire to kill him, but so greatly is he 
feared that not a single instance is known of anyone having 
ventured to carry such a plan into execution. 

6. The position and influence possessed by a seer are not 
affected by his falling ill, but if some serious misfortune occur to 
him, such as the death of a child, it is looked upon as a sign that 
his power is waning, or that he has at least lost a portion of it; 
they, however, continue to stand in awe of him unless, as time 
passes, he fails to afford further proof of his supposed superiority. 
His wife enjoys no distinction, nor is she treated with more 
respect and consideration than any other woman of the like age 
in the tribe. 

7. The 6ko-paiad- is credited with the power of communicating 
in dreams with the invisible powers of good and evil, and 
also of seeing the spirits of the departed, or of those who are ill. 
On the occurrence of an epidemic in an encampment, he 
brandishes a burning log, and bids the evil spirit keep at a 
distance; sometimes, as a further precaution, he plants stakes a 
few feet high in front of each hut, painted in stripes with black 
beeswax' (to bul-p{d-), the smell of which being peculiarly 
offensive to this demon, called .ereem-chawgala, insures his 
speedy departure from their midst. 

8. Though we may be disposed to question the belief of thle 
4ko-pai ad-s themselves in the supernatural powers they profess 
to possess, it is quite possible that they, like sorcerers, in other 

1 Especially is this done by those advanced in years for fear of their end 
being hastened by the dko-pai ad- whom they fail to propitiate. 

VOL. XII. H 
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savage tribes,' imagine themselves gifted with superior wisdom, 
and can hardly be blamed if tlhey endeavour to turn their talents 
to account by imposing a little on the credulity of their 
neighbours. 

Tribal Distribution.-1. As I stated in my previous paper, the 
inhabitants of these islands are divided into at least ninie tribes,2 
linguistically distinguished, even if we reckon as one those 
communities to which I have already alluided under the title of 
.jar awa-, among whom it is not improbable further divisions and 
dialects may eventually be discovered. 

2. The conjecture that they are one is merely based on the 
assertions of the people of SouthAndaman, and onthe circumstance 
that all the weapons, utensils, huts, &c., of the Jrarawa-, which 
we have been able to examine, -appear to be coilstructed 
invariably on the same model, while all such members of the 
variouis scattered communities as we have had the opportunity 
of observing, resemble each other in abstaining from the 
practice, so general among all the eight Great Andaman tribes, 
of shaving their heads and tattooing their persons. Still, these 
outward similarities are manifestly insufficient, affording as they 
do mere negative evidence, whereas our present knowledge, so 
tardily acquired, of there being inland communities, called 
e rem-tdga-, dwellilng in the heart of South and Middle Andaman, 
who are allied in all respects, save in their mode of life, with the 
4,ry& to-, or coast communities of their respective tribes, would 
seem to justify the belief that hereafter the aborigines of Little 
Andaman will be found to present not only distinctions of this 
nature but differences also of dialect, as is the case with the 
inhabitants of both North and Middle Andaman, which are 
known to be divided into no less than six tribes. 

3. As to the numerical strength of these several tribes it is 
impossible to speak with any degree of certainty, for, as you are 
aware, there is no part of the counitry which is not covered with, 
jungle, more or less impenetrable to any but the aborigines 
themselves, while their capacity for estimating and expressing 
numbers is wholly inadequate to assist us in forming any 
conclusions on the subject. The surmise that the entire group 
contains about 4,000 souls is based on the calculation that the 
.bojiyg-ngqJi- tribe with whom we are most intimate do not at the 
present day exceed 400, though at the time of our advenlt in 
1858, they are believed to have numbered about 1,000. 

Topography.-. The chief geographical landmarks of these 
islands are.- 

1 Vide Lubbock (" On the Origin of Civilisation," &c. 4th Ed., pp. 250-1. 
2 For tbhe names of the various tribes, and the localities they occupy, th( 

rea(ler is referred to the accompanying m .ap (Plate VI). 
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1st. Saddle Peak, a massive hill rising to the height of 
2,400 feet, situated in North Andamall, and visible at a 
distance of 60 miles. 

2nd. Narcondam,L a small hilly island, containing an extinct 
volcano, with an elevation of 2,150 feet, lying about 70 miles 
east of North Andaman. 

3rd. Barren Island, '75 miles S.S.W. of Narcondaim, and about 
42 miles east of the nearest island of the Great Andaman 
group, from no portion of the coast of which is it visible. It 
contains an active volcano, the height of which is about 800 feet. 

2. Until recent years2 the first only of these was known to the 
aborigines, probably owing to the circumstance that they, at 
least the natives of Great Andaman, have never been seen to 
venture far out to sea in their frail and clumsy canoes. The 
name borne by this hill is .pi luga I4kd, bang- (lit.. Creator his 
mouth), referring apparently to its size and inaccessibility, and 
to a large ravine running down its side. There is also a belief 
that Saddle Peak was the place of .p21luqa-'s residence prior 
to the deluge. 

3. The formation of rocks, valleys, hills, &c., they attribute to 
the will of .pa-luga-, but they assign the sources of the streams 
containing oxide of iron, k6i-ob-cha?2lnga-, and the olive- 
coloured mineral, chiqlnga-, to the action of a poisonous snake, 
called Id kaba-, well known to them.3 

4. The names they give to the natural forms of land and 
water are as follows:- 

Cape (point)-t6ko-ch6ronga- [cho rongqa- = iose]. 
Isthmus-t6oto-kR,nab- [k',nab- = waist]. 
Mountain-b&roin-. 
Valley-pd rag-. 
Strait -teg-pdarag-. 
Coast (shore)-'g&ra- [go ra- = strong]. 
Fore-shore-ke wad- and b6 rogta-. 
Island-tlrch& na-. 
Islet -tt-kaichca-. 
Harbour-elariila-. 
Bay-kWrbunga-. 
Creek g-.4 

The probable dei ivation of this name will be given in my next paper. 
2 Since amicable relations have been established with the South and Middle 

Arndamanese, several members of these tribes have v-isited Barren Island by 
accompanying us in the station steamer. TLhe name by which it is now known to 
them is .m4la-tarcho-5na-(lit., Smoke Island), in allusion to the smoke which 
is almost always to be seen rising from the volcano, and which t.hey account for 
by saying that it must be due to a fire which .piu-tga- kindled. 

F Vide post "Superstitions," paragraph 21. 
4 The legendary belief regarding the formation of crecks will be found under 

"Mythology." 
Ii 9 
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Arithmetic.-1. The utter hopelessness of obtaining from the 
aborigines any correct idea of the population of the tribes 
individually and collectively will be readily unders,tood when it 
is stated that the only numerals in the language are those for 
denoting " one " and " two," and that they have absolutely no 
word to express specifically any higher figures, but indulge in 
some such vague term as " several," " many," " numerous," 
"innumerable," which seem to convey to their minds an 
approximate idea of the number intended, but fail to satisfy the 
requirements of the statistician.1 

2. When anxious to express a certain small number with 
exactness, as, for example, nine, the nose is tapped with the tips of 
the fingers in successive order, and, commencing with the little 
finger of either hand, ",i,ba-tai,l-," (one) is said; with the next 
finger "'Tkpdr-" (two), after whicb with each successive finger 
"an-ka-" (and this) is uttered. When the forefinger of the 
second hand is reached both are held up, and, the thumb of the 
second hand being clenched, the necessary uumber of digits is 
exposed to view, whereupon the word " rdidru-" (all) is 
pronounced. 

3. If ten be the number in question-and this is the highest 
numeral they attempt to indicate by this or any other method-on 
reaching the thumb of the second hand, both hands, before 
being held up, are brought together and then is said, as in the 
former case, " drda2ru-." 

4. To express "one," they hold up the forefinger of either 
hand and utter the word aii ba-tqa,l- or ai ba-do ga-: to denote " two " 
they hold up the first two fingers and say " ikp&r-." 

5. The toes are never used in countinig, nor are pebbles, 
grains, or notches in a stick ever so employed. When it is 
stated that onily the more intelligent are in the habit of 
computiing by even the primitive method I have here described, 
it is somewhat remarkable to find that their system of denoting 
ordinals is more comprehensive, as will be seen by reference to 
Appeiidix E. 

6. Before their comparatively recent acquaintance with us, 
they had not tlle faintest knowledge of the existence of even the 

1 With regard to human beings, to express a small number, say, from 10 to 20, 
a du-ru-would be used, while a somewhat greater number would be implied by 
the use of jeg-cka'a- (lit., collected body), and a still greater assemblage, 
say of 50 persons, by ji-baba, beyond which number at-u baba, would be used. 
These words may be translated in a rising scale as follows:- 

ardi-ru-, several; jeg-chaiu-, many; jzbaba, very many; at-izba (0? 
iubaba), innumerable. 

As regards animals and inanimate objects the words atrdu-ru- implying many, 
and t-utbaba (or ui-baba), innumerable, are genelally used, and sometimes jiibaba 
denoting very many. 
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neighbouring coast of Burmah, much less of the world at large, 
and consequently imagined that their islands formed almost 
the entire terrene area, and that they themselves comprised the 
bulk of the inhabitants. 

7. The few voyagers who from time to time ventured near 
their shores were regarded as deceased ancestors, who, by some 
dispensation, had been permitted to re-visit the earth, and who 
were supposed to live on some small island in the vicinity of 
their e rema-, i.e., world. In confirmation of this may be cited 
the name by which natives of India are to this day called, viz., 
chcluwgala- (lit., departed spirits). 

Etymology.-1. From the following list of some of the 
numerous encampments of the natives of South Andaman,' it 
will be observed that the names are usually derived from some 
circumstance peculiar to the spot, or from some tree over- 
shadowing the site:- 

.td-b&-roga-, coral (ta-), shore (b4rroga-). 
.tigbang-, rock-hole, there being at that place a hole in a 

large rock through which a canoe can pass. 
.t&rmf2gu-.2 West (island). 
.yi kala-chdcng-, grassy (yi kala-), camp (chdcng-). 
.d92nm1a-paicha-ong-, anchorage (ong-), in neighbourhood 

(paicha-), of the (la), Di2m- tree. 
.lekera-bar nqa-, a row (bar nga-) of Likera- trees. 
.u dala ldr chi2lnga-, the spring (cha21nga-), at the (lar, lit. 

of the) .idala- tree (Pandanuts veruts). 
.chela- dok1nga-, the dragging (do knga-) of the ship (che lewa-). 

A ship was once wrecked there. 
.b92d lot deg'ranga-. Defeat camp; the defeat (degr9anga-) 

at the (low, lit. of the) camp (bid-). There was once a 
severe fight there. 

2. There are a few place-names which are unintelligible to 
the presenit inhabitants, e.g., Jlfcrwa-, .tiirubimn-, though it is 
believed that they conveyed a meaning to former generations. 
Many of the names show an old, but unmistakeable form of 
the present language, while others, again, might be judged to 
be of recent adoption, but they are not so in point of fact. 

Tribal Communities.-1. It is no matter of surprise that, 
during the first years of our present occupation, when our 
acquaintance with the aborigines was so limited, we should 

1 A fairly complete list of the names of these encampments, and the meanings 
of the greater number of them, will be found in a short paper, entitled " Note on 
two Maps of the Andaman Islands," by E. H. Man and R. C. Temple, which 
vas published in the " Journal of the Royal Geogralphical Society," 1880. 

2 V'ide "Astronomy," paragraph 5. (West, the disappearing face place.) 
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have failed to learn that there are perrnanent encampments and 
kitchen-middens in the heart of the jungles of Great Andaman; 
but, since it has been recently asserted in a paper' by one of the 
officers long resident at Port Blair, that, to quote his words, 
" No tribe of Negritos in the same stage of existence 
as the Andamanese could exist in the Andaman jungles," it is 
very necessary to expose his error, for repeated inquiries and 
personal observation prove the accuracy of the account given 
by one of the inhabitants of the interior of Middle Andaman, 
named FVoi, that during the entire year the jungles afford them 
ample sustenance.2 

2. All the tribes with which we are acquainted possess 
terms denoting-i , a coastman; 2, a fisherman; 3, a creek. man; 
and 4, a jungle-man; the two former being applied to those 
living by the shore, a'ry6 to-, and the two latter to those living 
inland, eremtdga-, whose subsistence depends on the sponta- 
neous products of the jungle, which they all agree in describing 
as amply sufficient for the support of many times their present 
population. 

3. The coastmen are divided into two classes, viz., those who 
are chiefly employed in constructing canoes, turtle-lines, &c., 
and those who are engaged in fishing and turtling, but each 
acquires a' certain knowledge of the duties of the other, and 
also of hunting the Sus Andamanensis: in the latter accom- 
plishment, as well as in finding their way through trackless 
portions of the jungle, they are naturally surpassed by the 
natives of the interior, who display in these, as in other 
respects, all the dexterity and intelligence peculiar to savages 
similarly situated in other tropical regions.3 

4. Although these two distinct sections (d'ry& to- and e rermtdga-) 
still exist in a measure among the .bQjig-ngyji-, as amnong the 
people of Middle Alidaman, many of their more marked charac- 
teristics have become so blended or modified, in consequence ot 
the establishment of the homes, that it is difficult in many cases 
to determinie to which class certain individuals originally 
belonged. This, it will be understood, is because those of the 
eremtaga-, who have accompanied parties of the coastmen in 

I Vids " Proceedings Asiat. Soc. Bengal," July, 1876. 
2 With reference to the above, Mr. W. T. Blanifcrd, E.R.S., remarked at the 

meeting at which the paper in question was read, that "it is very difficult for a 
civilised human being to understanid how savages live, or even to conceive what 
a marvellous variety of anirmal and vegetable productions on which savage man, 
at any rate, can subsist, are to be founid in the forests of all tropical regions." 
He added, that it was his belief that " man could certainly find food wherever 
monkeys could exist." 

3 V;de " Plivsical Powers and Senses," paragraphs ' and 6, and " Comiinuica- 
tions," &e., paragraphs 4 anid 6. 
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fishing and turtling expeditions, at one or other of the homes, 
for several years, have become sufficiently skilled in these 
pursuits to escape the ridicule of the genuine ary6to-, while 
these in their turn have made themselves almost as well 
acquainted with the interior of the jungles as were the original 
occupants, from whom they are, therefore, scarcely distinguish- 
able. 

5. It will be of interest to note in this place the nicknames 
employed by the " junglcees" and the coastmen when quizzing 
each other, as they serve to indicate the peeuliarities which are 
held to be their distinguishing characteristics. The e remtadga- 
sometimes chaffingly address an d'ry4 to- as er-chadtdknga-,1 i.e., 
one who loses his way; er-lo inga-ba, i.e., one who cannot find 
his way in the jungle; or, 'itn-pdg-',knga-ba, i.e., one who 
cannot follow tracks; while the terms which the coastmen will, 
under similar circumstances, employ towards the jungle men 
are ab-mi, lwa- and gizgma-tong-, the first implyillg a deaf person, 
for only the practised ear of an dryoto can judge of the 
distance of a turtle so correctly as to be able to harpoon it in 
pitch darkness; the second meaning "leaf of the lTrigonostemon 
longifolius," in allusion to the practice, current among the 
inland tribes,2 of using these leaves for the cure of fever, but to 
which the aryd to-, rarely have recourse, as they believe the scent 
prevents turtles from approaching a canoe in which there are any 
persons who have recently employed this remedy. 

6. As I have before stated, the intermingling of the members 
of the inland and coast communities in and near our settlement 
has naturally resulted in such a marked modification of many of 
the characteristics which distinguish them in their primnitive 
condition that, for reliable iniformation respecting the same, it is 
necessary to seek among the more distant encampments, where 
similar influences have not as yet been at work. 

7. Amongst those who have now for some years resided at the 
principal home at Port Blair, there is a young &remtdga-, named 
Wji, of the .dko-.jlwai- tribe, who, till the end of 1875, had 
been living in the, depths of the Middle Andamnan jungle, and 
who then, with a few others of his village, received a message 
from maia .ltpa, chief of .bdr1di&kibTl-, an encampnient on the 
coast, inviting them to accompany him in a trip he was about to 
make, by way of Port Mouat, for the purpose of seeing the 
officer in charge of the home, and procuring, some presents from 
him. Wi-i and his friends gladly availed themselves of the 
opportunity of visiting what must have been to them a newv 

1 By way of mock respect maica (i.e., Mr.) is occasionally prefixed to tl,ese 
epithets when used in this way. 

2 Vide " Medicine," paral 2. 
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world: on their arrival at Viper Island, they saw, for the first 
time, Europeans, and a luode of living of which they could have 
previously formed no idea. Woi's companions returned to 
their tribe after spending a few months with us, but he, having 
lost his heart to one of the South Andaman houris, was without 
difficulty induced to remain behind, and settle down in our 
midst as a married man. As he speedily acquired a know- 
ledg,e of the .b&jig-nqkXi- dialect, we were enabled to question 
him on various points, besides those referred to in the state- 
ment of which I read you a translation last year,' and thuis 
learned much that was before unknown concerning the habits 
of the inlanid branch of the iiko-.j'42wai- tribe: the information 
thus obtained, when compared with the result of our own 
observations of the customs and mode of living of the coinmu- 
nities in the vicinity of our settlement, afforded convTincing 
proof of the universality of the customs and practices of 
the respective classes of ary&to- and eremtaga- throughout 
Middle and South Andaman. 

8. In Dr. Mo'lat's book nmention is made of the capture of a 
youth, nicknamed " Jack," after a hostile encounter with some 
of the natives of Interview Island, from which circumstance it 
may be inferred that the lad belonged to the .6k4-.ked-e- tribe, 
only one member of which had, till 1879, stayed amongst us, 
and he is an e remta'-ga-, who had travelled out of curiosity as 
far as Middle Strait, and from thence had been persuaded by 
the chief of that district to accompany him to Port Blair. He 
proved himself very intelligent and active in all jungle accom- 
plishments. but was entirely ignorant of fishing and turtling. 
After remaining with us a few months he was taken (in March, 
1879), at his own request, to a point on the north-west coast of 
Middle Andaman, and landed with a heap of presents: his 
home, he informed us, was situated midway between that place 
and the east coast. 

Nomadism.-l. Nomadism appears to be almost, if not 
entirely, confined to the aryoto-, and even among them there are 
hamlets which are only abandoned temporarily, as with the 
e remtd ga-, in consequence of a death, or of a jeg- (i.e., " cor- 
roboree "), at some neighbouring encampment. 

2. The nature of the temporary migrations which take place 
among the e-remta-ga- during the dry season, as well as of those 
necessitated by a death, was explained in my rendering of WoPi's 
statemenet. In the case of the ary&to-, migrations are occa- 
sioned by a variety of circumstances, as, for instance, fishing 
operations being rendered impossible by a change in the wind, 

1 Fide vol. Xi, pp. 280-2. 
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the suitability of a particular spot for fishing and turtling 
during certain phases of the moon, on account of the character 
of the foreshore, or the configuration of the coast, and the hope 
of meeting with better luck elsewhere-to these might be added 
the love of a change, and the prospect of seeing some of their 
friends; but it must not be supposed that a long journey is 
thereby involved, the move being generally made to a spot only 
a mile or two further on, and thus, by short stages, they some- 
times proceed along the entire coast-line of their tribal territory, 
spending a few days or weeks at each halting place, according 
to the special attractions it may happen to possess in affording 
good sport on land or sea, or in supplying a rich harvest of fruit, 
honey, &c. 

3. The necessity of a migration is also frequently forced on 
them by the consequences of their neglect to sweep away the 
refuse of their meals, it being regarded by these insouciant andI 
unclean creatures as not worth their while to take so much 
trouble, when only a short stay is contemplated. 

4. That the necessity for observing some sanitary measures has 
long since been recognised by the Andamanese is evident from 
the existence of numerous kitchen-middens throughout their 
territory, many of which are doubtless of remote origin. These 
refuse-heaps are still in course of formation by communities 
living at a distance from Port Blair, and are invariably found 
near camping grounds which have been, or are still more or less, 
permanently occupied. In those sites, where they are not seen, 
evidence is at once afforded of the temporary nature of the 
occupancy: the rubbish and refuse of food in these latter places 
is only swept aside if the ground be needed for a dance, wedding, 
or other ceremony, so that injury may not befall the revellers 
through inadvertently treading on a bone, flint, or shell. Crows, 
hermit-crabs, and, of late years, dogs, are the prinicipal scavengers 
of these ill-ordered and dirty habitations, the two foriner per- 
forming their useful office as soon as a migration takes place. 

Habitations.-1. As in my last paper I only attempted to 
speak in general terms regarding the appearance and character 
of the three varieties of huts in ordinary use among the tribes of 
Great Andaman, it is necessary that I should here, at the cost 
of a little repetition, enter into a more detailed description 
regarding them. 

2. To commence with the chAng-tepinga-, which is made by 
men, and erected in all permanent encampments as being the 
most durable. No particular kind of wood is used for the posts, 
which are four in number, two in front and' two in rear, the 
former varying from six to nine feet in height, and the latter 
from two to three feet; upon these, slender rafters, and two 
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light tranverse poles, are secured so as to form the framework of 
the roof, which is thatched with palm leaves-the variety called 
cha-ngta-. These are neatly plaited together, and fastened with 
cane, p dga-, and then placed in rows and tied, so that, when 
complete, the whole forms a capital roof impervious to the 
heaviest shower of rain. 

3. The second variety, chang-t&rnga-.,' are erected when 
temporary homes are required, which will last for a few months, 
as during the period of mourning2, they are made by men, and 
differ only from the chang-tepinga-in being generally somewhat 
smaller, and less neatly thatched; another variety of palm 
leaf, called dm-, is sometinmes substituted for the chdrngta-. 

4. The chAng-dar anga-, or the third variety being only intended 
to serve as shelter during a halt or short visit, is constructed in 
a yet more simple manner. The duty of erecting dwellings of 
this class devolves on the women, and from the following 
description it will be seen that the labour required is not 
excessive: two slender posts, about five feet long, are driven into 
the grouind about five or six feet apart, and connected by means 
of a light pole or stick, which is secured to their upper ends. 
The roof is then formed by placing, stem downwards and firmly 
lixed in the ground, large palm leaves, which are made to over- 
lap each other in such a way as to provide a fairly rain-proof 
shelter for one or two persons. The leaves used for the purpose 
are either the cha'-ngta-, kdapa-, or dpara- (Areca triandra). 

5. Above the small fire, without which no lhut is complete, a 
small wooden platform or shelf, called cha-pa ct tdga-, or ydt leb 
taga-, is placed on one or more sticks. On this they deposit 
their sDare food, so that it may be preserved by the smoke from 
the attacks of insects, &c.3 By way of adornment, trophies of the 
chase, such as the skulls of pigs,4 turtles, dugongs, &c., are 
suspended from the front of the roof.' 

6. It seems desirable to draw attention to the following 
passage in Dr. Dobson's paper, lest, if left unnoticed, some 
misapprehension should arise on the subject. He states 
that "the Andamanese, at least the inhabitants of the 
southern island, erect no kind of house whatever 
When walking along the beach in the vicinity of Port 

1 This variety is shown in Plate IX, fig. 2. 
2 Vide post " Death and Burial," paragraph 4. 
3 Vide post "Food," paragraph 31. 
4 This style of decoration is now-a-days falling into disuse, especially in 

South Andaman, for, with the assistance of dogs, hunting is much less arduous 
niow than formerly, and a large collection of pig skulls is, therefore, easily 
obtained by the least skilful among them. 

a Figuier speaks also of " ldrge dried fish tied in bunches " being similarly 
treated. but no groLLnd for such a statement can be discovered. 
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Mouat, I have often coine across one of their temporary 
habitations, which consists of a hole scooped out in the sand, 
beneath an over-hanging rock, large enough to contain a 
single person." As these savages are never in the habit of 
sleeping on the sand, or in holes scooped in the ground, but on 
a mat, or leaves spread under onie or other of the three varieties 
of huts described above, it is difficult to account for what Dr. 
Dobson saw, unless they were the resting places of ticket-of- 
leave fishermen or convict runaways. No other explanation 
than this could be given when some aborigines, and an 
experienced attendant at the homes, were questioned by nie on 
the subject. One other solution only is possible, and that is, 
that the " holes scooped out in the sand " were the result of a 
game of mock burial, which, as I shall mention under " Games 
arid Amusements," is rather a favourite recreation of the aryd&to- 
children. 

7. The majority of the Great Andaman huts' partake of the 
character of a lean-to, the only respects in which the three 
varieties differ being-as I explained to you last year:-size and 
durability. They are found either standing alone, or, as is niore 
especially the case in permanent elncampments, so joiined 
together as to form (at least, in their owners' eyesj a commodious 
as well as a weather-proof dwelling; and, constructed, as they 
usually are, in well-sheltered localities, away from the prevailing 
wind, they fulfil all the requirements of a savage home. 

8. Permanent eincampments vary in size, and consist of 
several huts, which in all are rarely inhabited by more than 
from 50 to 80 persolns, though they are capable of affording 
accommodation, of a kind, to a much larger number if necessity 
arise as happens not unfrequently when festive tribal 
gatherings are arranged in honor of a wedding or other occasion 
of rejoicing. 

9. The permanent encampments of the dry& to- are established 
in those sites which offer special advantages for fishing andc 
turtling at all seasons. Wherever there is a fine stretch of sandy 
beach, with an extensive foreshore, they will be invariably found, 
for, at such places, throughout the year the women are able at 
low tide to catch fish in pools with their hand-nets, and to 
collect large quantities of shell-fish; while, during the flood tides, 

1 One of the huts in the .jdrawa- territory, between Port Blair and Port 
Campbell, when visited a few years ago, was found to nlea-ure 46 feet x 42 feet; 
and Mr. Homfrav, in 1867, described the huts at Little Andt m-n as capable (more 
Andamanico) of accommodating 100 persons, being 50 fe(t in diameter and 30 
feet in height. The leaf employed by this tribe for thatching purposes aplpears 
to be invariably the variety called ain- and not the chag'nqta-. 

2 The largest hut of the ordinary type is rarely fouud capable of 
accommodatiing more than six persons. 
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108 E. H. MAN.-On the Aboriginal Inhabitants 

the men enjoy exceptional facilities for shooting fish and 
harpooning turtles, &c. 

10. Although the sites selected for occupation are usually 
well-sheltered, it is not always found possible in tempestuous 
weather, even in the dense jungle which covers every portion of 
their country, to obtain shelter sufficient to allow of their huts 
being so placed as to face inwards towards the bi-lum-, or 
dancing ground. The primary consideration being naturally to 
secure as much comfort as possible, the sloping roof is at such 
times presented towards the prevailing wind. 

11. The following diagram will give a general idea of the 
plan commonly adopted in laying out an encampinent consisting 
of several huts, though the form depends much on the nature of 
the ground, and on the relative position of the surrounding 
trees, for they do not consider it worth their while to fell these, 
or to clear away anything but the lightest brushwood for the 
mere purpose of providing space for their huts, and dancing 
ground. Another point to be taken into account is the 
possibility of accidents being caused by falling branches, anid, 
therefore, when erecting their frail dwellings, they are careful 
to guard against this danger as far as possible, and so much 
judgment do they display in this matter that accidents of this 
nature are comparatively unknown. 

&a > a. Married persons.' 

b. Bachelors.' 

(N?) e e ec. Spinsters.1 

c> ld. Public cooking plaze. 

e. Dancing ground (bulumn). 

Government.-1. The entire country is apportioned among the 
various tribes, and the territory occupied by each is considered 
the common property of all its members, and not as belonging 
exclusively to the chiefs. 

2. Their domestic policy may be described as a communism 
modified by the authority, more or less nominal, of the chief. 
The head chief of a tribe is called mai a-igldJ-, and the elders, 
or sub-chiefs, i.e., those in authority over each community, 
consisting of from 20 to 50 individuals, maiolta. 

3. The head chief, who usually resides at a permanent 
1 Even at the homes they are careful to maintain this order, viz.: of placing 

the bachelors and spinsters at either end of the building, and the married couples 
in the space between. 
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encamnpment, has authority over all the sub-chiefs, but his 
power, like theirs, is very limited. It is exercised mainly in 
organising meetings between the various comimunities belonging 
to his tribe, and in exerting influence in all questions affecting 
the welfare of his followers. It is the chief alone, as may be 
supposed, who directs the movements of a party while on 
hunting or fishing expeditions, or when migrating. It is usually 
through his intervention that disputes are settled, but he pcssesses 
no power, to punish or enforce obedience to his wishes, it being 
left to all alike to take the law into their own hands when 
aggrieved. 

4. The dryO&to- and e remntd ya- in each tribe have their own 
head chief, who are independent the one of the other. 

5. As might be assumed from the results of observations 
made of other savage races, whose sole or chief occupation 
consists in hunting or fishing, the power of the chiefs is very 
limited, and not necessarily hereditary, though, in the event of 
a grown-up son being left who was qualified for the post, he 
would, in most instances, be selected to succeed his father in 
preference to any other individual of equal efficiency. 

6. At the death of a chief there is no difficulty in appointing 
a successor, there being always at least one who is considered 
his deputy or right-hand man. As they are usually, on these 
occasions, unanimous in their choice, no formal election takes 
place; however, should any be found to dissent, the question is 
decided by the wishes of the majority, it being always open to 
malcontents to transfer their allegiance to another chief, since 
there is no such thing as forced submission to the authority of 
one who is not a general favourite. 

7. Social status being dependent not merely on the accident 
of relationship, but on skill in hunting, fishing, &c., and on a 
reputation for generosity and hospitality, the chiefs and elders 
are almost invariably superior in every respect to the rest. 
They and their wives are at liberty to enjoy immunity from the 
drudgery incidental to their mode of life, all such acts being 
voluntarily performed for them by the young unmarried persons 
living under their headship. 

8. Though females, like minors (that is to say youths under 18), 
cannot be chiefs, the former have a similar position relatively 
among the women, to that held by their husbands among the 
men of the tribe. A chief's wife enjoys many privileges, 
especially if she be a mother, and in virtue of her husband's 
rank rules over all the young unmarried women and such also 
of the married ones as are not senior to herself. Should she 
become a widow she continues to exercise the same rights, 
unless she re-marries, when lher social status depends on that of 
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her husband. In the event, however, of the widow of a chief 
being young and childless, she returns to the home of her 
maiden days, and is in a measure lost sight of, as she sinks to 
her former position. 

9. It is believed by the people themselves that the system 
above described has prevailed amolng them from a remote 
period. 

Covenants, Oaths, Ordeals.-l. No forms of covenant are to be 
traced in their dealings with one another, nor is there to be 
found among them anything of the nature of an' oath or of an 
appeal to a higher power-as Heaven or the Sun-to punish 
breach of faith, or to bear witness to the truth. 

2. They are in too primitive a state to possess any form of 
trial, or even to have any belief in the efficacy of an ordeal for 
discovering a guilty person; nor does it appear that any such 
practice existed in times past. 

Laws.'-l. Justice, as I have already said, is administered by 
the simple method of allowing the aggrieved party to take the 
law into his own hands, which he usually does, either by 
flinging a burning, faggot, or discharging an arrow at, or mlore 
frequently near, the offender, while all who may be present lose 
no time in beating a retreat, and-taking with them as much of 
their property as their haste will allow-remain in concealment 
until sufficient time has elapsed for the settlement of the 
quarrel. When such an affair seems imminent, and likely to be 
serious, friends often interpose, seize the disputants, and remove 
their weapons, which are not restored -so long as there appears 
any risk of their misusing them. 

2. Should a man kill his opponent nothing is necessarily said 
or done to him, though it is permissible for a friend or relative 
of the deceased to avenge his death; in most cases, however, 
the murderer succeeds in striking such terror in the minds of 
the community that no one venitures to assail him or even to 
express any disapprobation of his conduct while he is within 
hearing: as conscience, however, makes cowards of us all, the 
homicide, from prudential motives, not unfrequently absents 
himself till he is assured that the grief and indignation of his 
victim's friends have considerably abated. 

3. These remarks do not now-a-days apply, to the same 
extent, to those living near us, for the terror inspired by the 
punishments inflicted in all cases of murder brought to our 
notice has resulted in materially diminishing crimes of this nature 
among them. In May, 1880, an Andamanese youth was hanged 

I As regards laws (!) relating to inheritance, infolrmation will be found in a 
suhseqaent paper, under the heading of " Property," ptaragraph 3. 
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at Port Blair for the murder of one of his countrymen. He 
had previously, in 1878, been sentenced to imprisonment for the 
murder of two children of his tribe, and he committed his last 
crime soon after his discharge. This has hitherto been the only 
occasion on which any of these savages has suffered the 
extreme penalty of British law. It may be added that this last 
step was not taken until the unhappy wretch, as well as all his 
fellow-countrymen in South Anidaman, had been repeatedly 
warned that no other than a capital sentence would in future be 
passed oin those convicted of murder. 

4. It is by no means an uncommon occurrence for a man, or 
even a boy, to vent his ill-temper, or show his resentment at 
any act, by destroyilig his own property as well as that of his 
neighbours, sparing only the things belonging exclusively to the 
chief, or other head man. The amount of damage done at such 
times, to canoes and other aTticles of more or less value, will 
often give occasion for several weeks' employment in repairing, 
and replacing to himself and his companions; but as these 
outbreaks are looked upon as the result of a temporary "posses- 
sion," and the victirm considered, for the time being, dangerous, 
and unaccountable for his actions, no one ventures to offer any 
opposition, or impose any restraint upon him. 

5. Women, when in a rage, occasionally act in a similar 
manner towards one of their own sex, or even to all the females 
of the encampment, injuring or destroying their nets, baskets, 
and other articles; at other times they will seize a burning log, 
and, banging it furiously on the ground, vent their feelings by 
some such exclamation as ng'igmaiPga ja-bagik,e! (May your 
face become hideous!); or they will struggle and fight till they 
are forcibly,separated by the wife or daughter of their head man. 
They do not, however, attempt to settle their differences with 
the stronger sex, but leave it to their husbands or male relatives 
to obtain redress for their real, or fancied grievances. 

6. When a chief or elder so far forgets himself as to lose his 
temper, those of his own standing betake themselves to their 
huts, while the other members of the comiimunity, male and 
female, beat a hasty retreat to some secluded spot, for no one 
would venture to find fault with one in authority, and with 
some reason, for little or no harm usually results to the com- 
munity, while his own reputation is sure to suffer. Should he, 
however, wantonly cause loss or injury to any of his people, 
they would be pretty certain to take an early, though secret, 
opportunity of repaying him in kind. 

Crime.-1. That outcome of civilisation, suicide, is unknown 
among thenm; but, since they have seen cases of self-murde 
among the alien popuilation, they lhave coined a leng,thy conm- 
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pound word (o yun-tj mar-td liganga-) in order to express the 
nature of the act. 

2. That they are not entirely devoid of moral consciousness 
may, I think, in some measure, be demonstrated by the fact of 
their possessing a word, y'ibda-, signifying sin or wrong doing, 
which is used in connection with falsehood, theft, grave assault, 
murder, adultery, and - burning wax (!),' which deeds are 
believed to anger .pi-lvga-, the Creator, of whom more will 
be said hereafter.2 

3. Cases of adultery in their own villages are said to be of 
rare occurrence. If detected, the injured husband would 
probably inflict condign punishment on the guilty parties, but 
at the risk of retaliation on the part of the maile offender and 
his friends; there appears, however, to be an understanding, that 
the greater the provocation offered the less is the risk incurred 
by the injured person or his friends in avenging the wrong, but 
no appeal to the chief for redress is ever miiade. 

4. If an offence, such as an assault or theft, be committed by 
one or more members of another tribe during a visit or by 
stealth, it is regarded as premeditated, and generally resented as 
a tribal affair, resulting in a feud and more or less bloodshed. 

5. Intercourse with Europeans and other foreigners has, it 
must be confessed, unhappily opened their eyes to the existence 
of some vices of which they had formerly no knowledge;3 
notably is this the case with regard to drunkenness, for, being, 
till the time they made our acquaintance, "blessed in the 
ignorance of spirituous liquors," they had no conception of its 
effects, and, to express an inebriate, have invented a word 
(le lkanga-) signifying " staggerer." It must, however, be 
added, that in consequence of the extreme partiality for rum 
and other intoxicating drinks which they manifest, mnuch care 
has to be taken to prevent theni from gratifying the easily 
acquired taste. 

Narcotics.-L. Prior to our advent they were also entirely 
ignorant of narcotics in any form; but one of the evil results of 
their intercourse with us has been the introduction of the 
practice of smoking, and so rapidly have they (both men and 
women) acquired the habit, that, when at a distance from the 
homes and unable to obtain tobacco, they have been seen to fill 
their short clay pipes, which, it is scarcely necessary to say, have 
been obtained from us, with pdn leaves rather than endure 
entire deprivation. 

I Vide vol. xi, p. 288, and post " Superstitions," paragraph 13. 
2 Vide post " Religious Beliefs," paragraph 8. 
3 The crimes of abduction, rape, seduction, unnatural offences, &c., aprear 

never to have been committed among them. 
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2. I have used the word " evil " advisedly, for there can be no 
doubt, from observations extending over many years, that the 
result of their excessive indulgence in smoking has been seriously 
to impair their constitutions. The attempts that have been 
made to check the mischief have hitherto failed, as it has been 
found difficult, if not impossible, to induce them to do a stroke 
of work without the accompaniment of the " fragrant weed." 

Cannibalism.--1. The early stories regarding the prevalence of 
cannibalism among these savages do not at the present day 
require refutation.' No lengthened investigation was needed to 
disprove the long credited fiction, for not a trace could be dis- 
covered of the existence of such a practice in their midst, eveii 
in far-off times. 

2. It is curious, however, to note, that while they express the 
greatest horror of the custom, and indignantly deny that it ever 
held a place among their institutions, a very-general belief has 
been entertained by the tribes living in South and Middle 
Andaman as to its prevalence in other races, and even among 
their own countrymen inhabiting North and Little Andaman; 
and to this cause is chiefly ascribed the dread which they and 
their fathers have, from a distant period, evinced of their 
neighbours, and the animosity displayed towards strangers who 
have approached or landed on their shores ; but these senti- 
ments are now confined to those individuals who have had but 
scant opportunity of becoming acquainted with ourselves and 
other aliens, or with the results of the visits paid by us to the 
dreaded .y-rewa- and .jarawa- t',rritories. 

Communications, Chirography, and Drawing.-I. The density 
of the Andaman jungles, and the unsuitability of their canoes 
for long expeditions by sea, would of thenmselves be serious 
hindrances to free intercourse between the various tribes, even 
were there not the further difficulty-due in great measure to 
the above circumastances-of difference of language to contend 
with, 

2. There are no marked boundaries between the various tribal 
districts, but a general understanding exists between neighbouring 
tribes regarding the limits of their respective domains, which 
are usually defined by such natural barriers as a range of hills, 
a creek, or even a belt of dense jungle. So careful are they to 
respect these boundaries, that, before even travelling through, 
and particularly before hunting or fishing in, thu territory of a 

1 Papuans being regarded as such inveterate anthropophagists, ethnologists 
will probably agree in considering that the non-existence-nay even horror-of 
this custom among the Andamanese furnishes an important item in the array of 
facts. which militate against the theory held by some that the latter form a 
branch of the great Papuan family. 

VOL. XI]. I 
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neighbouring tribe, an express invitation or permission is required, 
unless, indeed, the party entering happens to be accompanied by 
one or more members of the district visited, or when, from long 
and friendly intercommunication, a right of way has been tacitly 
sanctioned. In cases where there has been a breaQh of this 
observance sharp retribution has generally followed, causing 
sometimes serious loss of life, and resulting in a long-standing 
tribal feud. 

3. Those communities of ilrem-Mt6ga- and dryd&to-, living 
within a few miles of each other and speaking the same dialect, 
arrange from time to time large gatherings-generally numbering 
about a hundred persons'-for purposes of barter, or for the 
celebration of some particular event. Though not unfrequently 
on these occasions old enmities are healed and friendships 
formed, fresh tribal feuds and personal quarrels sometimes 
originate in consequence of a misunderstanding or dispute over 
some comparative trifle.2 

4. There are numerous paths intersecting each territory, the 
result of continuous traffic over the same ground. When, for 
some reason, a new course is taken through the jungle, the route 
is indicated to those following by bending the twigs of the 
brushwood in a reverse direction at intervals along the track. 
This is especially the case during the dry season, when, owing 
to the parched condition of the soil, there is some difficulty in 
distinguishing footprints.3 

5. No ma*ks on rocks, trees, or other objects, made for pur- 
poses of record, are believed by them to exist, and, with the 
exception of the supposititious hieroglyphics,4 hereafter to be 
mentioned, nothing of the nature of writing is to be found 
among these tribes, nor have they any method of recording the 
name and exploits of a deceased chief or other individual who 
may have gained distinction during his life, save the narration 
-more or less garbled- of the same by their admiring descend- 
ants. The messenger who conveys intelligence to a distant 
encampment bears no outward token with him to testify to the 
authenticity or character of the communication he has to 
make. 

6. Although no method of signs exists, such as tying knots in 
a string, making notches in a tally, or figures on wood, bark, or 
stone, they have means of distinguishing arrows and spears 
belonging to one another, by certain differences peculiar to each 

1 It is believed that no larger number than 300 has ever been assembled at 
one time in any place in our vicinity, at least since our advent. 

2 Vide post " Games and Amusements," paragraphs 24 and 37. 
3 No prejudice exists in respect to crossing water, going by certaiiu paths, or 

bandling particular objects. 
4 Vide " Mythology," paragraph 29. 
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individual in the method of tying and knotting the string 
employed in the manufacture of these missiles'; these, how- 
ever, are often so slight that, even when pointed out, they are 
scarcely, to be detected by a stranger, unless he be one who has 
bestowed careful attention to the suibject. 

7. In their savage state thley never attempt to represent any 
object, and, though they do not appear to possess any natural 
taste for drawing, they differ from the Australians2 in the intelli- 
gence they display in recognising any familiar form depicted in 
a sketch; and while no such method for indicating the situiatioii 
of any place is known or employed among themselves, some of 
them are quick in understanding a chart of their own country, 
and are able to point out the sites of their various encampments. 

8. It is hardly necessary to state that they have nothing 
answering to mile-stones or roadside inarks. Swamps are never 
crossed, but in all cases avoided by circuitous routes; experience 
seems to have taught them the natural line of fords from salient 
to salient banks, and, when a creek has to be crossed, they 
always avail themselves of the advantages thus afforded, even 
making a detour in order to do so.8 This applies, however, to 
those occasions when they are not heavily laden, or are carrying 
articles liable to be damaged by immersion, or which would 
hinder them from swimming. 

Swimming.-1. With the exception of some of the e rem-t4'ga-,4 
a knowledge of the art of swimming is common to menmbers of 
both sexes; the children even, learninig almost as soon as they 
can run, speedily acquire great proficiency. In this accomplish- 
ment the Andamanese greatly surpass the majority of Europeans, 
but it is probable that, in competition with an experienced 
English swimmer, their best men woould be distanced in the first 
few hundred yards, it being not so much for speed, as for the 
lenagth of time they can remain in the water, that they are 
remarkable. 

1 With reference to this circumstance, it may be mentioned that, a few years 
ago (1876), five aborigines, concerned in the murder near iKyd Island of some 
Chinese traders with whoul they had had a disptite, were discovered by means 
of the arrows found on the spot, as these were identified by some of their 
acquaintances then living at Port Blair. 

2 Brown. [From remarks, however, contained in a recent article, entitled 
"The Indo-Chinese and Oceanic Races," by Mr. A. H. Keane, which appeared 
in "Nature" (Jan. 6th 1881), it would appear that the low estimate of the 
Australian intellect formed by certain ethnologists is not shared by all, and 
" many instances are given of their skill even in drawing, a capacity for which 
was wholly denied them."] 

3 Wells are not dug, but when encamping, whether for days or months, care 
is always taken that the spot selected be near some fresh-water stream. 

4 The reason of this is obvious, as it is known that the majority of the creeks 
are fordable in maniy places within tlrre miles of the coast, even in the rainy 
season, and, therefore, the necessity of acquiring the art of natation has never 
been experienced by those permanently resident in the interior. 
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2. The " frog-stroke" is the one in general use; in diving they 
invariably leapfeet foremost into the water, and their skill in 
recovering any small object, which has been thrown into the sea, 
or which is lying at a considerable depth, equals that displayed 
by Somali boys. 

3. The younger people delight in disporting themselves in the 
sea, and in displaying their skill in capturing a harpooned turtle 
or fish by diving after it; but, while they surpass most races in 
this respect, they are by no means equal to the astounding feat 
of catching fish-not to mention any larger than themselves- 
by merely plunging into the sea after them, as was alleged by 
the ex-sepoy convict, Dudhndth, in one of his many Munchausen- 
like statements. His allegation, according to Dr. Mouat, was 
that he had " seen three or four of them dive into deep water, 
and bring up in their armis a fish six or seven feet in length, which 
they had seized." A well known work having been lent me in 
which the Andamanese are referred to, I took advantage of an 
opportunity to show them some of the illustrations, amongst 
others one in which two of their race are represented as rising 
to the surface with an enormous fish in their arms, while a third 
person, standing on the shore, is endeavouring to despatch it by 
repeated blows with a log. Great was the amusement of my 
Andaman friends, and also of those natives of India, who, from 
long residence among them in the homes are well aware of the 
degree of skill they are capable of manifesting in their various 
pursuits, to learn the wonderful prowess attributed to them, and 
a hearty laugh was indulged in at the artist's expense, who, 
however, it will be seen from the foregoing, did not draw entirely 
npon his fertile imagination for the incident. 

Explanation of Plates VI and VII. 

PLATE VI. 

Map of the Andaman Islands, showing distribution of the nine 
tribes, and the extent of territory occupied by each. 
Re-produced (with modifications) from the "Proceedings 
of the Royal Geographical Society," by permission of the 
Council. 

PLATE VII. 

Two Andamanese canoes with a group of aborigines and 
jemadar Ahmed (head petty officer of the homes). The 
nearer canoe is a large specimen of the out-rigger descrip- 
tion, styled 6hadrigma-, and the further one represents an 
ordinary size " dug out," called g'Tlyanga-, such as has 
been commonly made for some years past by the South 
Andamanese (.b3jig-ngz:i-). 
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